
GREETINGS FROM TIMOR LESTE 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Here is some news about Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola.  On 5th January, the new school year 
began with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist with the 105 new students for Class VII and the 
students of Classes VIII and IX.  Concelebrants were Frs. Ura, Roberto and EJ Gerilla.  A number of 
parents of the new students were present.  Here are some photographs: 

 

  
The Parents     The new students at Mass 
 

   
Photo 1: Fr. Weyms has taken over from Fr. Plinio as the Director and is the Main Celebrant. 
Photo 2: Mr. Paul, the Assistant-Director is welcoming the new students and teachers. 
Photo 3: Practically all the students of CSIL (some are on the stage behind the photographer). 
 
The process for admitting new students began in August 2014.  Here is Scholastic Isaias Caldas 
explaining the process:  
 

In early January, 2015, Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola (CSIL) will begin its third year of 
operation.  Preparations, including new plans and changes, were underway.  Those in charge of the 
preparations were gripped with fear of uncertainties and of many possibilities of what was still to 
come.  Amidst those uncertainties, however, confidence always gives hope that things will be fine.  
After all, “hope sees not what it is.  Rather, it sees what will be.”    
 

This was reflected not only in the moods of the candidates to 
CSIL and their parents, but also in teachers and staff of CSIL who 
were making the necessary planning for the next school year. 
 
Sometime in August of 2014, CSIL started to form a team 
composed of some teachers and staff to prepare the application 
for those children who would be interested to study in our 
college.   
 

  



After the necessary preparations and the announcements were made, CSIL opened its door for new 
applicants for the school year of 2015 on September 13.  Only two weeks were given for those 
interested to apply.  During these two weeks, hopeful parents and future candidates started 
submitting their applications.  Their hope of getting into our college was noticed in their excitement.  
Here is a hope-filled incident that is worth mentioning:  “a group of students composed of several 
girls and a boy who, without any adult accompaniment, walked all the way from Tasi Tolu to Kasait 
(a distance of about 10 Km.) just so that they could submit their applications.  Indeed, their hope of 
getting into a school that offers a good education motivated them to take this trouble”. 
 
 On the last date for receiving applications we had 315 candidates.  Last year we had 190 
applicants and in the first year less than 90.  The team in charge of receiving the applications was 
amazed at the increase in the number of applicants and this posed a big challenge!  The first written 
test was scheduled for September 27.  How would we cut down this big number of applicants if 
many would pass in the first test?  How would we choose from them if they were many good 
students?  These were some of the concerns.  However, trusting (and hoping) in their discernment 
and their two years experience at our college, the teachers and staff were able to sort this out and 
manage those concerns.  Hope did its magic! 
 
 On the exam day, the school was packed with families (parents, grandparents, relatives and 
siblings) of the applicants.  They were nervous and anxious.  Would their children pass this test and 
be called for the interview?  Amidst their anxiety and nervousness, they seemed to believe that their 
supportive presence would inspire hope in their children in order to do their best.  So, full of hope 
they stayed until 2 p.m. waiting for their children to finish their exams.  This hope certainly did its 
magic for 120 who were selected for the interview based on their performance. 
 
 However, life seems unfair.  Is ‘hope’ of some ‘despair’ for others?  Of those 120 who passed 
the written test, CSIL could accept only 105 for 2015.  Therefore, the team had to think hard and 
trust in their discernment to decide which among the 120 would finally be chosen.  On October 11 
and 12 was the interview, another hope-filled two days for the applicants and their parents.  While 
listening to the applicants and their parents and their desires of getting into our college, one could 
sense the hope of providing education for their children so that their children would not be like their 
parents in the future.  This was noted in what a farmer-parent said during the interview when asked 
whether education is important or not.  He said:  “I will prioritize my children’s education.  I will farm 
and sell whatever I will produce in order to pay the tuition fee of my child if she gets into this 
college.  I do not want my children to be illiterate like me.” 
  
 Indeed, the 105 new students and their parents must be filled with hope of getting good 
education during their coming six years in our college.  As they hope, the teachers and staff of CSIL 
too hope.  The latter hope that they will be good mentors and guides of their students.  They want 
to help them develop their competence and become men and women of conscience and 
compassion.  After all, they are the hope of Timor-Leste and the Timorese Church.  “Hope sees not 
what is but what will be.”  So, we hope! 
        - Schol. Isaias Caldas, SJ – 
 
 
The selected students then had to register themselves.  Scholastic Michael Phung of the Malaysia-
Singapore Province interviewed some of the students.  Helping him as translator was a former 
candidate Aventino Castro.  His report is on the next page:  
 



New Incoming Students of 2015 for 

Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola, Kasait, 

Timor Leste 

 

 The students being interviewed are (left 

to right), Jenilso (13), Goncalo (13), 

Jacinta (11), Esfevania (12), and Vanessa 

(12). On the far right is Aventino Castro, 

who helped as the interpreter.  This was 

necessary for all but one of these future 

students who knew good English.   

 

The five students were unanimous in 

voicing their happiness in being enrolled into the school for the coming academic year. They were 

also unanimous in their answer that they themselves had wanted to enter this particular school. On 

the whole, they had a good impression, or had heard good things from their friends who were 

already students of the school, or from their teachers, such was the overall general public opinion. 

 

In particular, Vanessa mentioned specifically that she heard it was a good school. Esfevania was keen 

to be a better student and person through the lessons offered here. Jacinta was too shy to share her 

opinion, but the feeling was that her friend Esfevania probably influenced her own decision. 

 

Very surprisingly Goncalo asked permission to speak in English, and he did so very well. He 

mentioned that he had heard about the good library and the availability of a football field from his 

previous teachers. Note that Goncalo mentioned that he learned English on his own, from watching 

television shows and reading comics, and had not had any formal lessons in English, just like most 

Timorese students around his age. His friend Jenilso, on the other hand, added that the good 

discipline maintained in the school (by both teachers and students) had also attracted him. 

 

On the whole, it was very encouraging to see and hear their enthusiasm which unfortunately was 

not captured on camera. One has higher hopes of Timor Leste's future after hearing these young 

voices making good choices and professing such good intentions. 

 

       -  Schol. Michael Phung, SJ – 

Some other news of our Region: 

 

Br. Tha, who is the Minister of the 

Jesuit community in Taibesi is also 

involved in some pastoral work 

whenever he can.  He also helps Fr. 

Phuong for training the Catechists of 

the Railaco Mission.  In the 

photographs below he is conducting 

a one day session for young boys 

and girls who are assisting their 

parish churches as acolytes. 

 



  
 
In this photograph below Fr. E.J. Gerilla, who is the Director of Jesuit Social Service is celebrating the 
Holy Eucharist for the Acolytes: 
 

 
 

 

And finally, a short report on the meeting of Scholastics and Brothers Circle (SBC) of the Jesuit 
Conference of Asia Pacific.  This year it was held in Timor Leste. 
 
Just before Christmas about 40 Jesuits of the “Scholastics and Brothers Circle (SBC)” of the Jesuit 
Conference of Asia Pacific came to Timor Leste for their get-together which takes place every 2 
years.   The main theme was “youth”. 
 
They were accommodated at CSIL and had all their sessions in one of the halls there.  More detailed 
information will appear in the JCAP Newsletter.  Here are a couple of photographs of those sessions: 

    
 
An important part of the program was the ‘immersion program’ where the Scholastics and Brothers 
had to go and spend 3 nights and 2 days (including) Christmas with families in Liquica, Railaco, Dare, 
and other places.  It was a special experience for them and they came to experience firsthand the 



hardships the families have to live with every day.  Here is a small report by Br. Francisco Lee of the 
Korean Province: 
 
 I am Francisco Lee whose full Korean name is Seung Jun 
Lee. I am a fourth-year regent in the Society of Jesus.  
I came to Timor Leste in December, 2014 to participate in 
the Scholastics’ and Brothers’ Meeting.  This was my first 
visit to Timor Leste.   
 
Part of our program was a three-day immersion experience, 
during which we lived with some families. I came to some 
significant conclusions, one of which is the importance of 
communication.  
 
By nature, I am not a talkative person.  Others may also not be talkative but speak eloquently when 
they have to say something.  I, though, am not such a person.  I realized that we communicate with 
others not only by words but also by bodily gestures and movements.  There is also the innate ability 
to communicate from one’s heart.  
 
I stayed in an area called Dare with a family who lives on a mountain ridge in the village of Boracha 
Laran.  Because of its elevation, the air was very cool.  The head of the family was a farmer named 
Miguel who plants a few crops and raises cattle on a small patch of land.  I arrived at his home on 
December 23 and for three days enjoyed his family’s kindness and hospitality.  
 
We had a party at lunch time on Christmas Eve.  After our meal, we shared gifts with the children.  
One young boy who received a pair of scissors gestured that he knew how to cut hair.  Another 
Jesuit scholastic named Siwi, who was staying at a neighboring house in the same village, asked to 
have his hair cut.  As he sat on a stool, he said “banker banker” to the young boy. Siwi, an 
Indonesian, had curly hair.  Afterwards, although his haircut was rather short, it still looked good. 
Apparently the barber knew what he was doing.  
 
At the encouragement of the village adults, I, too, decided to ask for a haircut.  As I sat down, I 
pointed to my hair and said “banker banker”, thinking that “banker banker” meant haircut in the 

local language.  While the boy was earnestly cutting my hair, I felt that 
something wasn’t quite right but I decided not to say anything.  When I 
finally looked at myself in a mirror, all I could do was giggle at the way I 
looked.  All those who had been watching laughed along with me.  
 
I later found out that “banker” is a term for a certain hair style that is 
very short on the sides but long on top, not “haircut” which is “tesi fuk” 
in the language of Timor Leste. I learned some of the Tetun language the 
hard way that day! 
 
Through this experience, I learned the importance of correct 
communication.  In other words, if I act while using words which I do not 

know the meaning of, I can find myself in a very awkward situation.  
 
However, what is more important is that even though we may not know the meaning of certain 
words and thus have trouble communicating, we can laugh together about our mistakes, while 
breaking down language barriers and building friendships.  More important than perfect 



communication, if we can tear down barriers and become closer through conversation, despite 
differences in culture and thought, we will be living the Kingdom of God.  
 

-  Schol. Francisco Lee (Seung Jun Lee) –  
 
On 30th December we had a great get-together viz. the Jesuits active in Timor Leste and those of the 
Scholastics and Brothers Circle.   
 

  
 

In the first photo above left, we see the resort “Ocean View” where we had the get-together and in 
the other photo we see the 6 Filipino Jesuits actively involved in Timor Leste together with the 6 
Jesuits of the SBC group.  On the extreme left is Schol. Jun Ji from the Philippines who was the 
Coordinator and he was well supported by Schol. Noel and Schol. Afonso of Timor Leste. 
 
Finally, in the name of all the Jesuits in Timor-Leste:  A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR 2015!   
 
I close with a photograph of the Christmas Crib put up near to our Jesuit Residence in Taibesi, Dili. 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                    (Noel Oliver, S.J.) 


