February, 2015
Dear Friends,
When I was thinking about what I should write about next, the thought came to me: “Why not
tell everybody a little more about Montserrat?” I dedicate this article to Fr. Rüdi Hoffmann SJ.
Montserrat by the way is located on a hillock close to our Colégio Santo Inácio de Loiola and
this is a Google Earth view showing the various complexes at Kasait.
Colégio Santo Inácio de Loiola

The hillock on which Montserrat is based

= Residence of RJM Sisters
= Dormitory for Girls
= Clinic

Cardoner

Instituto São João de Brito

I shall first take you to this point on the hillock and get a view of these complexes from there.
In the photograph below, we have a panoramic view from the highest point on the
Montserrat Hill. This is what we see from up there.
This is where the
Instituto de São João de
Brito will be built.

Colégio de Santo Inácio de
Loiola is located here. The
construction process is on.

The Project itself: These are the traditional style
houses that are part of the Montserrat Complex on
the hill which had to be refurbished.

Instead of starting our journey here on the hill we shall start at the bottom of the hillock.
After the sudden death of Fr. Ruedi Hofmann in 2008, there was a vacuum and this complex, which he
had set up for the use of CPA, was left unused till late 2011. Nature and termites had affected the
complex and the major task of refurbishment of this complex began.

We start our climb from the main road. We then go round the bend as seen in the next photo

As we go round that bend, we pass by this open hall built
in traditional style. It can be used for gatherings, classes
and even as a common dining hall when there are large
groups.

This structure is a 2 storeyed building which is now
occupied by the Jesuits who are working in Colégio Santo
Inácio de Loiola.
This small structure is the Kitchen.
When we reach the 2 storied building, where the Jesuits
stay, and look back we see the other building wich is also
used by the Jesuits.
Now we have to begin the climb to the 11 traditional style
houses and a larger hall, which has also been built in
traditional style.

We have to start our walk further up the hillock. A proper
stairway has now been constructed and makes it easier. As we
reach the top of the stairway we come to the first 5 traditional
houses seen below.

These are the toilets and bathrooms for those who will be
staying in these traditional houses.
We are planning use these structure as Dormitories for the
male candidates of Instituto São João de Brito. The photograph
below is of the hall that can also be used for the celebration of the
Holy Eucharist as seen in the other photo.

As we pass
this hall,
we come
to these 6
traditional
houses.
So, in this
Montserrat Complex on
top of the hill, we have 11
traditional huts and 1 hall in traditional style.

As you can imagine, the view from here is really refreshing. We have been approached by a number of
organisations who would like to conduct some programs here.
Very important for a Centre like Montserrat is supply of sufficient water. This has been taken care of.
On the next page we give some details.
This is what had to be set up at the CARDONER complex, where we have 10 houses being used by the
teachers, in order to provide sufficient water for those up there at Montserrat.
In the first photo we see the bore well and in the second the overhead tank that is meant for the
Cardoner complex. In the third photograph we have the pump house for pumping water up the hill.

One of the very important tasks has been environment recovery up there on the hill. We are grateful
to Fr. Violanto for having initiated the task and then to Schol. Albino who helped take the effort
forward. Many trees have been planted and are being taken care of.

I have tried to give you all some idea of what our Montserrat complex looks like today. In a few years’
time this will be a complex that will be bubbling with life and by that I mean also with more wild birds
flying around.
Before I close I must express our gratitude to Fr. Mark Raper, who gave all the support and help that was
needed. Financial assistance for the Refurbishment of the whole complex came from Misereor and the
Mission Offices of Germany, Switzerland and Australia, to whom we will be ever grateful.
Our gratitude also to those who have been involved in bringing this complex back to life. They are Frs.
Quyen, Violanto and Schol. Albino and the workers you see in the photograph.
Sincere thanks to all of them.

(Noel Oliver, SJ)

