FIRST VOWS

On 25th April, 2015, Domingos Gomes, Nelson Marques and Domingos Manuel Moreira pronounced
their ‘First Vows’, after completing their Novitiate.
We congratulate them and welcome the three of them into the Society with wide open arms.
We were happy that their parents were there to witness them pronounce their perpetual vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience. We pray for the three of them as they take this first great step
forward. We thank the parents and relatives who attended the service.
Mass was followed by a special lunch for all who were present.

The full formation of a Jesuit takes a long time. The three of them will now have to go for their
Juniorate, which will will be in Sri Lanka and will last one year. After the Juniorate, they will need to
go for further academic/professional training followed by studies in Philosophy. Then they will have
a few years of actual involvement in one of our ministries, which is called Regency. Finally they will
go to study Theology of a few years before being ordained Priests.
Their Novice Master Fr. Joaquim Sarmento has this to say:
“We’re grateful for the gift of vocation to our young brothers Moreira, Nelson, and Gomes. The Lord
of the Vineyard, in His eternal love and wisdom, calls them to the life and mission of the Society of
Jesus. As their Director, I’m grateful to be part of their initial journey as Jesuits, having at my hands

this big trust and responsibility to assist the mystery that God operates in each of them. We’re also
grateful for the immense help we received (and continue to receive) from our benefactors,
without which all these activities of probation and formation wouldn’t be possible. Their parents and
family have been an instrument of God to prepare them to experience in their best the experience of
these two years of initial formation. That’s why it was a joy to have them among us during the simple
celebration. Although, as we know, the celebration of the vows, at least in the Society of Jesus in East
Timor Region, is not meant to be a big celebration. The idea was to hold a simple celebration, but
that parents are able to witness with gratitude their sons entrusting their lives in the hands and
project of the Lord King.
The three new approved scholastics have gone through the formation stage in this Novitiate with
certain challenges, which came from the formation itself such as probation experiences, and also
from the fact that two of their companions, with whom they had entered the novitiate together, left
the novitiate. These are part of formation, and we are happy for them. Gratefulness in this case
shouldn’t give them the feeling of having accomplished something, since the journey has in fact just
begun. I really hope and pray that the fruit of these two years of formation, despite all the
limitations, could be their main arms to live their whole life as ‘a man of the Spiritual Exercises’”.

Now let me take you to Railaco.
This is from photographs which I had taken in November 2012 when I had visited Railaco for the first
time. Sorry that I was not experienced enough to make a good panoramic shot but have tried to put
the 3 photos together. Here is Sr. Rita Hayes SGS, a Religious Sister of the Congregation “Sisters of
the Good Samaritan” from Australia. She has been in Timor Leste since about 1999 and has shared
with the people the many problems which they had to face.

Sr. Rita first worked in Dili, then helped the Christian Brothers in their ministry up in Railaco Craic.
She then moved to Railaco to collaborate with the Jesuits in doing many positive things for the
Diocesan School in the Parish there. Besides teaching in the school, she and her Congregation,
supported by their many friends in Australia, were able to help develop the facilities of the school
and assist many of the poor children with scholarships.
Sr. Rita has always been very attached to the country and the people of Timor Leste and would have
loved to spend many more years here. However, due to health considerations, she has been reassigned to a new mission by her congregation, to be in a new community that lives in solidarity with
urban refugees in Sydney, Australia. On 8th May, 2015, the Parish, School and the Jesuit Community
at Railaco had a farewell function which began with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist at 8.30 in
the morning. A few photographs are on the next page.

This is the Church in Railaco.
In the photograph below we see a
packed Church with students, alumni
and the people of the village who came
to bid Sr. Rita farewell.
Also present were members of the
Jesuit community in Dili who came to
say a special ‘thank you’ to Sr. Rita.

After Mass, we proceeded to the school where the farewell function was to be held.
In the first photograph we have Sr. Rita coming in along with Sr. Veronica Hoey. In the other
photograph the students are welcoming her.

This is the canteen that Sr.
Rita had helped to raise the
funds for. She and Sr.
Veronica cut the ribbon and
then the Parish Priest, Fr.
Phuong, blessed all the
facilities there.

After the blessing of the new canteen, we had the blessing of the library which with the help of Sr.
Rita and other benefactors Fr. Bert could set up. A photograph is shown on the next page.

Fr. Bert now has
proper book shelves
and a few computers
set up for the use of
the students.
Till a few months ago
the books were lying
on the floor as shown
in the photos below:

The special program prepared by the staff and students of the school, the Alumni and the parish
community, reminded all of us of the wonderful support given by Sr. Rita over so many years.

These are some of the photographs taken during the function.
Fr. Bert spoke on behalf of everyone and thanked Sr. Rita for all that she had done for the school and
the people of Timor Leste.

After the students, past and present, the staff,
representatives of the community had expressed their
feelings for Sr. Rita, she addressed those present and
expressed her personal feelings and especially the
great love she has for Timor Leste and for the
Timorese.
She was very emotional when she said all this. We
realise that this is a country and a people she will
never forget.

Sr. Veronica Hoey SGS, a councillor in the five member pastoral team of the Congregation is seen
here addressing the gathering. Schol. Rui was her efficient translator. She spoke on behalf of the
Good Samaritan Sisters and assured those present of the support that the Congregation and Sr. Rita
would continue to offer.

On behalf of
all the Jesuits of Timor Leste but especially the
Jesuits in Railaco
we wish to say:

THANK YOU SR. RITA
GOD’S ABUNDANT BLESSINGS FOR ALL THAT YOU
HAVE DONE FOR US AND FOR THE YOUTH OF
TIMOR-LESTE.

