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30th May, 2015 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings from Timor Leste.   
 
We have already informed you about “The Ulmera Project – Educating for the Future” which the 
team at Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola would like to start implementing soon.  Further progress is 
being made for beginning the construction of Instituto São João de Brito.   Schol. Andy Nguyen of the 
Jesuit Province of Australia, who is a qualified Architect, has joined our team and is overseeing all 
the construction projects here. 
 
A few months ago we received a container from our benefactors in Singapore.  What we have 
received from all of you in Singapore, Australia and Japan have been clothes and books, furniture 
and computers and many other very useful items which are very useful for our schools, our 
communities and the people we serve.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH.  I want to especially thank Vicky 
Quek and Cheng Guan of Singapore who also got us items from the Salvation Army there.  
 
Fr. E.J. Gerilla, the Director of Jesuit Social Service, has shared some of the items which we have 
received from Singapore with the local Primary School.   In the first two photographs below we see 
the children of the school waiting to getting some uniforms.  In the third photograph Schol. Zitu is 
handing over clothes to the needy in Dare.   
 

   
 
Jesuit Social Service, thanks to Sr. Mary and Fr. EJ, has also started a program for training women to 
manufacture “Tais”.  This is one of the skills which JSS wants to impart to them so that they can have 
an income earning skill.  
 

  



Fr. E.J. Gerilla, has been thinking beyond Timor Leste.  More about that a little later. 
 
On 20th May we received this information from Fr. Joseph Xavier, the Jesuit who is the Convenor of 
the Nepal Earthquake Response Committee  India (NERCI).  The Earthquake of 25th April followed by 
another on 11th May has claimed more than 8,219 lives and has left more than 18,000 persons 
injured.  It was mentioned that generous support is being received from:  “Xavier Network, Jesuit 
Mission Offices all over the world, Jesuit Refugee Service, the Jesuit Curia in Rome, Caritas Germany 
and other organisations which have offered their support to Nepal Jesuits.  CHAI, with the support of 
Caritas Germany is helping Jesuits in health areas”. 
 
We are aware that you all have, through the various Jesuit Missions, contributed as well.  On behalf 
of the Nepal Jesuits we say:    
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 
 

   
 
We share in the sorrow brought on by this natural disaster on so many families, as seen in the first 
two photographs above, and we see also the gratitude on the face of this affected person. 
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As I had mentioned earlier, Fr. E.J. Gerilla, has been thinking beyond Timor Leste.  He got every Jesuit 
community here in Timor Leste to make a contribution for helping our brothers and sisters in Nepal.  
He made it clear that all of us had to pitch in and do our bit.  We had to show our solidarity with the 
families that have been affected.  The contributions which he collected were sent through JCAP for 
assisting the people of Nepal.     Here is his report:  

 
In Solidarity With Nepal:  “East Timor is not a stranger to humanitarian crisis.  Although most of 
the crises that affected this country are man-made by nature, the people got used to the urgency of 
humanitarian response in times when scores of people seek refuge as they are trying to survive from 
the disasters – man-made or natural.  In the same spirit of urgency the Jesuits here in Timor Leste 
organized a fund drive to assist the earthquake survivors of Nepal.   
 
As in the past, when the Philippines was hit by a massive typhoon HAIYAN that left hundreds of 
thousands homeless and killed over a thousand with the rampaging storm surge, East Timor Jesuits 
are ready to express their solidarity by giving assistance this time for the survivors of the deadly 
earthquake that shook Nepal recently.  All Jesuit ministries in East Timor launched a fund drive and 
gathered a modest amount which was channelled through Jesuit Conference in Asia Pacific which is 
coordinating all relief efforts for Nepal within this Asian and Pacific region”. 
 
He continues:  “The needs are still mounting even after almost a month since the earthquake struck.  
A news agency shares this update: “The scale of the disaster facing Nepal after it was struck by a 7.8-
magnitude earthquake is slowly becoming clearer: thousands of people have died; thousands more 
have been injured; buildings have been reduced to rubble; roads, bridges and communication 
systems are severely damaged. Some villages close to the epicentre have yet to be reached, leading 
many to predict that the true extent of the disaster is likely to be greater still. Aid has been pledged 
and teams are mobilising from around the world, but the challenges facing this large international 
emergency response are great.”  
 
"The focus of the humanitarian response to a destructive 7.8-magnitude earthquake that 
struck Nepal on 25 April is shifting beyond the capital Kathmandu. Many mountainous areas closest 
to the epicentre are proving very difficult to reach, which means the aid effort is heavily dependent 
on air support. Meanwhile the number of dead and injured continues to rise and hundreds of 
thousands of survivors have been left homeless."  

For more information visit:  http://newirin.irinnews.org/nepal-earthquake. 
 

     
 

     

http://newirin.irinnews.org/nepal-earthquake


In the previous page I have pasted some photographs which I got on the Internet.   You will 
definitely have seen more photographs and videos on this crisis. 
 
In the news bulletin received from NECRI, Fr. Joe Xavier has the following to say about the emerging 
scenario: 
 
* The Nepal team is discerning on appropriate short term and long term Jesuit response to work 

with select communities. Need assessment and building rapport with communities are going on 
 
* Plans and projects are made. Discussions are on with different agencies and partners seeking their 

support. The responses would include relief, early recovery, psychosocial care, health, educational 
assistance, livelihood and shelter along with community animation, motivation, leadership 
programmes and claiming entitlements. The Jesuits see this as an opportunity to engage with 
select villages on a sustainable basis ensuring holistic development. 

 
Fr. E.J. Gerilla has forwarded this information received from Fr. Eric Velandria, the Socius and 
Treasurer of the Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific (JCAP):  
 
“The Jesuits in Nepal are trying to reach out to the far-flung areas not reached by relief efforts.  In 
this light, any form of assistance would be valuable to extend our hands to our brothers and sisters in 
dire need in Nepal.  For any inquiry, donation or support you wish to extend you may contact: 
 
Fr. Eric Velandria, SJ 
Socius & Treasurer 
Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific 
Manila, Philippines 
Email: jcap.socius@gmail.com, socius@sjapc.net  
 
Donations may be sent to: 
Account Name       : Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific  
Account Number   : 103570135920  
Bank Name             : Banco de Oro--Loyola Heights, Berkeley Residences Branch  
Bank Address         : G/F Berkeley Residences, Katipunan Avenue corner Escaler Street,  

Loyola Heights, Quezon City, PHL  
Swift Code              : BNORPHMM    
 
We are truly grateful to Fr. EJ Gerilla for the efforts that he took to awaken in us the need to reach 
out to those who have been affected by the earthquake in Nepal. 
 
We are also grateful to all of you who have, in your own way, assisted in bringing relief to those who 
have been affected by this tragedy. 
 
In solidarity with the affected persons and in gratitude, I am, 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
(Noel Oliver, SJ)    
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