
 

 

UPDATES  FROM  TIMOR-LESTE 
                                  31st July, 2015 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings from Timor Leste for a Very Happy Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
 
The month of July was special in a number of ways. 
 

The photo above shows part of the property at Hera where the 
new Novitiate is going to be built.  In the photo on the left we 
see the water tank 
there.  We have a good 
source of water there.    
 
On the right we see Br. 
Tha along with some of 
the workers who helped 

set up this simple shed.  Br. Tha really has green fingers.  He 
is preparing the ground and get the place ready, for the 

construction work that 
will begin in due course, 
as also for the farm that he plans for the Novitiate.   
 
15th July was a national holiday and so the Jesuit Community at 
Taibesi decided to spend an afternoon here in Hera. 
  
Br. Tha is also building a good relationship with the local 
families.  He has already been helping a number of families 

raise rabbits as a means of income generation.  This may sound dangerous to some! 
 
Schol. Juzito and Fr. EJ Gerilla 
(Jesuit Social Service) have also 
been working with the local 
community in Hera.  The 
structure in the photograph on 
the left is for a water tank.  JSS 
has offered support for this on 
condition that water will be 

supplied on a regular basis to 3 groups of families.  These families have also made small 
contributions towards it and will have to make contributions on a monthly basis as well.   JSS will 
continue to offer support to the communities around Hera in various ways. 

Property for the new Novitiate in Hera 



 

 

Fr. Robert Boholst, known to all as Bert, has this to say about Schol. Rui Fernandes who, after his 
pioneering work in Colégio de Santo Inácio de 
Loiola, was assigned to Railaco. 
 
“Rui stayed only for 5 months with us, but his 
impact has been felt very strongly not only in 
our community but most especially with the 
people in the area, both young and old.  He 
went around and visitied families, talked and 
played with young kids, listened to young 
people’s concerns, made old people feel 
important, was always available for any 

requests, organized the youth against all odds, and helped Fr. Phuong in various pastoral works.  We 
were sad to let Rui go, but he had to leave for his studies in France”. 
 
Fr. Bert also reports about an important visitor they had viz. the Princess of Brunei: 
 
“Everyone was wondering as to why the 
Princess chose to visit Railaco.  Later, it was 
found out that our donor, Sansan Hakim, 
was the one who gave the idea to her team.  
Some of those in her team remarked that 
they were looking for a poorer school.  So 
the teachers were sad because she might not 
give a donation to us!” 
 
Those who have visited the school in Railaco know that it is a simple school but kept neat and 
clean.  Did that make them think that it did not appear to be a poor school?  Let Fr. Bert continue: 
 
“The Princess was happy and impressed with what Sr. Rita Hayes, SGS has already done and with 
what the present team is trying to do in serving the people of Railaco.  She did not make any 
promises, but her visit has made us more hopeful that more people will come and help us in providing 
the best quality of education possible for the more needy parishioners of Railaco”. 
 

The Ulmera Project – Educating for the Future! 
 
Two months ago I had reported about this Project.  We are truly grateful to some of you who 
immediately offered support.  After spending many weeks meeting with the Director, Teachers and 
Students of the Local Government School the project has begun.   
 

   
 
 
 

The first two photos above were taken in the local school when Sr. Selma and Fr. Ura went to tell the students what 
the Ulmera Project was all about.  In the third photo we see Schol. Francisco helping out.   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Here is what Sr. Selma has to tell us about the program: 

 

“We had a series of meetings with the Director of EBC Escola 
Kasait, the Government School next door to CSIL.  On 25th June 
2015, a group of students of Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola, 
who were from this region, accompanied Fr. Weyms, Fr. Ura 

and Sr. Selma to give a short presentation of CSIL to the students of that school.  They spoke about 
what the school means to them …, how studying at this school has changed their lives and the 
importance of discipline in life.  Fr. Ura then gave the students a brief understanding about the 
scholarships that the school offers in order to help them to study there, while Fr. Weyms and Sr. 
Selma welcomed and motivated the students to consider taking admission into CSIL. 

 
The actual Program began on 4th July 2015 with an Orientation. The 
students were happy and enthusiastic to be on the premises of CSIL 
and be given this opportunity to study here and to receive beautiful 
plastic folders for their worksheets as well as note books, pens and an 
English Dictionary.  The Professors; Teonico and Br. Francisco SJ for 
Portuguese; Nicolao and Juvenile for Mathematics and Sr. Selma for 
English were introduced to the students. 

  
It’s two weeks now …. and the enthusiasm 
of the students is still alive. The Students 
of this Complementary Education 
Programme (CEP i.e. for the new students 
from EBC Kasait Government School) 
come in every morning to the school 

library at10.30 am.  They have a snack and work on the worksheets 
prepared for them for 45 minutes before they go to attend their own 
classes at their school. They are indeed really happy with both the snack 
and the worksheet that follows.  Fr. Ura very painstakingly makes sure 
that they have understood and worked with their worksheet. In the 
evening the students of the Supplementary Education Programme ( i.e. 
SEP for the present students of CSIL who are from Ulmera) have classes 
in Portuguese, Mathematics and English - after a wholesome snack! 

 
The commitment on the part of the lay teachers is indeed outstanding. After a whole day’s schedule 
they are committed to helping the students in whatever way they can. We need to work on the fact 
that these students are realizing the importance of study and are enthusiastic about learning and 
that, not just for exams but for life!”    

 
 
Once again we had the privilege of having students from Jesuit and Ignatian Schools in Australia 
visiting us for an ‘Immersion Program”.   They spent time in Railaco and in Kasait.  A report on 
what they did there follows.   
 
 

Fr. Weyms speaking with the 
students 

One of the CSIL students 
speaks about our school 

In the photograph on the left, we see Fr. Ura supervising the students 
of the Ulmera Project who are studying in the library of CSIL. 

  



 

 

The Australian Students in Railaco: 
 
Fr. Peter Hosking with some of the teachers of Jesuit and Ignatian schools in Australia came to 
Timor-Leste for an Immersion Program.  Here is what Fr. Bert reports about their stay in Railaco:   

 
“On 24th June, the Jesuits and the school 
welcomed the 16 students from Australia....  
After lunch, they had a visit and interaction 
with the students grouped into four, named 
after the 4 C’s of Jesuit education – 
Conscience, Competence, Compassion and 
Commitment”. 
 
“On the second day, the visitors joined the 
mobile clinic in the village of Taraço.  While a 

few were involved with the clinic, others went to the hills for coffee picking”. 
 
“On the third day the Australian students went again to the classrooms to help improve the English 
of the Railaco students..... After the class, they went and helped in the food preparation in our new 
Canteen, while others assisted the Feeding Program Team.  Everyone joined the Feeding Program”. 
 

Schol. Afonso is seen with some of the Australian 
students.  Fr. Bert continues:  “On Saturday the 
Australian students helped in cleaning and clearing 
the location of the temporary dormitory for the 
boys coming from the far away villages.  Then they 
played football, volleyball and basketball”. 
 
“It was a very meaningful experience for both 
groups of students, so that they started to 
exchange letters very soon.  Some students from 
Railaco were at the airport when the Australian 
students left for Darwin”. 

 
The Australian students at CSIL in Kasait (as reported by Schol. Francisco): 

 
30th June was a different day for us in CSIL.  
After almost one month of preparation, the 
moment had finally arrived. Our guests from 
Australia were coming. We could feel a sense 
of nervous expectation in the air. And when 
they finally arrived, excitement overcame our 
nervousness. From the moment they arrived 
until their departure on the 4th  of July the 
school experienced a new life. During the 
mornings we had many different activities, 
mostly different sports and cultural 
activities—singing, dancing, and playing of 
instruments; these activities belong to the 

Loyola Cup competition that is part of our month-long Ignatian Celebration.  



 

 

And it was with St Ignatius’ blessing that we 
played football and volleyball, that we sang and 
danced. The Australian students interacted with 
the CSIL students and everyone could feel a sense 
of fraternity and friendship under the shadow of 
this great saint.  
  
During the afternoons, the Australian students 
taught Mathematics and English to our students, 
helping them to improve their skills and giving 
them a little more confidence in these subjects.  
The Australian students somehow successfully 
faced the challenge of the different paradigms of education in East-Timor. At the end of the day, 
everyone was tired but happy. 
 

But our activities weren’t always confined to the 
school grounds.  On 3rd July we went to the beach 
to clean up all the rubbish that we could find there. 
It was very good because everyone learned how 
important it is to take care of nature, especially for 
those students who never thought of this as a 
responsibility for each one of us. 
  
Indeed, these were days to create bonds between 

students of different Jesuit schools, and 
different cultures. We in CSIL certainly 
learned to broaden our perspectives about 
the world with the Australian students and 
their teachers and chaplain, Fr Peter 
Hosking. Now we know how important it 
is to study hard and to have the best 
formation possible because the world 
doesn’t end in East-Timor, but is a big 
mystery with many cultures and people to 
be unveiled every day. And to you our 
fellow Australians we want to say: “We  
hope to see you again next year”.  
 
 
 
On my part, I am truly grateful for the opportunity that had been given me to 

keep all of you informed about the happenings here in Timor Leste.   

 

And now, as I hand over the baton to Fr. Lester Maramara, the Socius of the 

Regional Superior, I want to wish all of you God’s choicest blessings for all that 

you have done and will continue doing for this Jesuit Region of Timor Leste. 

        
        (Br. Noel Oliver, SJ) 
 

 


