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Called to collaborate in the 
mission of Christ Jesus 

Support our work 

The Jesuits in Timor-Leste rely on the generous support of our friends, donors and 

collaborators to carry out our work in the service of faith and promotion of justice.  

Through this newsletter we share with you news and updates of our many projects 

and activities, particularly those for which continued support is needed in various 

ways.  If you wish to know more about our work or donate to a project, please email: 

etr.development@gmail.com or visit https://timor-leste-jesuits.org. 

Collaboration.  Our new Fr General stressed this in his first homily as 

Superior General the day after he was elected.  Fr Arturo Sosa said, 

”We want to collaborate generously with others, inside and outside 

of the Church, in the awareness, which comes from the experience 

of God, of being called to the mission of Christ Jesus, which doesn’t 

belong to us exclusively, but whom we share with so many men and 

women who are consecrated to the service of others.” 

We nodded our heads in agreement when we read this in Timor-

Leste.  The needs in this young nation are many and pressing, and 

here the Jesuits know all too well we cannot work alone.  We 

actively seek partnerships with other religious congregations.  As GC 

35 stated, “to respond today to the pressing need of our complex 

and fragile world, many hands are surely needed”. 

Sr Rita Hayes , a Good Samaritan 
Sister, worked with the Jesuit mission 
in Railaco for about 10 years teaching 

English and helping with the 
administration of Escola Secundaria 

Católica Nossa Senhora de Fátima, 
the parish school run by the Jesuits. 

She returned to Australia in 2015.  
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Many of these hands in our Jesuit works belong to religious and laypeople. We are blessed to be working 

in partnership with several religious women whose spirituality and sense of mission are aligned with the 

Jesuit way of proceeding. These are women who are aware that working with Jesuits is not always easy 

and requires some confidence.  These are women who are aware that Jesuits are not perfect.  These 

women share their talents and enrich our works with the fresh ideas and different perspective they give 

as women and religious. 

We introduce three of these sisters, our friends in the Lord and our partners in mission.  

 

SR JOSEPHINE “JO” BRADY 
Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart (Mary MacKillop Sisters)  

Vice Rector of Instituto São João de Brito 

Sr Jo first considered working in Timor-Leste five years ago after attending 

a seminar in Sydney on her congregation’s involvement in missions in Asia 

Pacific. But it was only in 2014, after a sabbatical program in the United 

States on renewal for religious life, that she felt called to minister in 

teacher education in a third world country.  

 As Timor was Australia’s nearest neighbor,  she hoped to minister there and contacted the former Dean 

of Australian Catholic University, Marie Emmitt, who had been involved in teacher education at Baucau. 

As it turns out Professor Emmitt was also consulting with the Jesuit education project in Kasait and she 

told Sr Jo about the teacher education institute planned.  

Sr Jo’s inquiry came at the right time.  The education project, particularly ISJB needed experienced, 

qualified leaders, and Fr Mark Raper SJ, Superior of the Jesuits in Timor-Leste, was pleased to hear that 

Sr Jo was available.  But it was a while more before Sr Jo finally arrived in February 2015. 

“The Congregation requested that I discern carefully whether I should come. I was asked to do a cross 

cultural course, learn Tetum, visit Timor-Leste and do a 4WD course. After attending to these aspects 

and after further discernment, I was given permission to come to Timor-Leste,” she recalled. 

Sr Jo has been Vice Rector of ISJB since August 8, 2015.  “ISJB is a crucial part of education in the country 

because one of the greatest needs is well qualified secondary teachers, who can improve the standard of 

education. ISJB will provide the future teachers and leaders in schools, colleges and the Ministry of 

Education,” she said. 

It is a vision she shares with the Jesuits in Timor-Leste. 
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SR ELIZA FERNANDES  
Religious of Jesus and Mary (RJM)  

Nurse in charge of the Centro de Saude Daniel Ornelas 

A nurse by training, Sr Eliza was working in a dispensary in a 

remote village in India when she was asked to join her 

congregation’s new mission in Timor-Leste in 2014.   

"My vow of obedience which demands of me to serve wherever 

my superior sees fit to call me gave me the courage to say ‘Yes’ 

to the overseas mission in Timor-Leste,” she shared. “I willingly 

responded to this invitation of God, calling me to work in 

collaboration with the Jesuits and thus make Jesus and Mary 

known and loved through my ministry of healing.” 

Sr Eliza began work on February 3, 2015 and operated a 

makeshift clinic in temporary quarters until the centre was 

built and outfitted a few months ago.  

CSDO caters to the health needs of Colegio de 

Santo Inacio de Loiola, Instituto São João de 

Brito as well as the local community of Liquica. 

“Ulmera is extremely behind in literacy, 

employment, electrification, and medical and 

health care facilities,” explained Sr Eliza.  “The 

people living in the remotest areas of the 

district have no access to a health clinic. They 

have to walk a long way on rugged and dusty 

pathways to reach the government health 

centre. This means a delay in treatment and 

many risk dying due to lack of treatment.  

Sr Eliza hopes to help improve the health conditions of the people 

living in these villages through health care education and services.  

The clinic will provide proper diagnosis and medical treatment 

with the help of specialist doctors.   

 

SR AUGUSTA FELISBERTA DE DEUS 
Congregação das Irmãs Franciscanas Hospitaleiras da Imaculada 

Conceição (CONFHIC) 

Portuguese language teacher in ISJB 

Sr Augusta joined the teaching staff at ISJB on January 9. A Timorese, 

she feels strongly about what access to quality education can do for her 

country, and the importance of having intelligent and competent 

formators who can equip younger generations with the knowledge and 

skills needed to bring forward the development of Timor.   
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“The future of the country and the Church depends 

on the quality of education in the present,” she said. 

“ISJB gives quality education, competent instruction 

and holistic formation, which this country has been 

wanting for so long.” 

She is a dedicated teacher and works with two 

objectives in mind, “I would like to share whatever I 

have, and to learn from others and from my 

students.” 

After almost a year in ISJB, Sr Augusta says she finds the 

collaborative style “successful”. “There’s a strong sense of unity 

among Jesuits, lay and other religious working in the team. We 

can’t work on our own without the Jesuits in the same way that 

they can’t work alone without us. Unity fosters a strong team.” 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

The multipurpose hall is almost complete 

Steady progress is being made on the construction of the multipurpose hall of Colégio Santo Inácio de 
Loiola.  All going well, the completed building will be handed over to the school next month. Also 
underway is the construction of the CSIL library, canteen and admission building.  A big thank you to 
our donors and benefactors for making this possible. 
 


