


someday.   But my desire to join a seminary 
did not materialize because of my family’s 
financial situation.  Entering the 
seminary would cost so much and I do not 
have sponsors.”  

“But with God’s grace, I got an information 
about the Jesuits through the promotional 
ads they placed in our parish.  Right then I 
decided to enlist myself, took the entrance 
exam and got accepted in Casa Gonzaga,” 
said Deonisio.

Meanwhile, Helio decided to try it out 
with the Jesuits when he just finished his 
high school education in 2013.  

He said, “I got inspired with the stories 
from the experiences of my friends who 
entered the seminary ahead of me.  I 
decided to join the Jesuit formation in 2013 
and everything followed seemingly so fast. 
I am now about the begin my Juniorate 
formation.”

Deonisio Freitas Mesquita, nSJ, age 25, 
from Baucau but grew up in Dili, is the 
second of four siblings. Deonisio 
completed his elementary and junior 
high school studies at Camea-Bekora, and 
graduated from his high school at Sagrado 
Coração de Jesus, Bekora-Dili. 

Helio Ramos da Silva, SJ, age 23, from 
Maubessi, is the youngest of twelve 
siblings.  He completed his elementary 
and junior high school studies at Maubisi, 
and graduated his high school in Colégio 
de Santo Paulo, Dili.

After gathering the support from their 
parents and family, both have chosen to 
join the Society of Jesus beginning with 
the candidacy program in Casa Gonzaga 
and into the novitiate at Casa Manresa 
right after. 

“As soon as I finished high school, me and 
my friends were contemplating on entering 
any seminary hoping to become priests



The family and friends of Helio and Deo 
gave these two the needed moral support 
to boost their motivation and inspiration 
to carry on the formation which can be 
rigorous and demanding oftentimes. But 
the help of their formators, the process of 
forming their identity to suit the mold of 
a Jesuit in Timor Leste was made possible 
with the grace from God.

“Something that inspires me is when I saw 
the life of the Jesuits who are very simple 
and with so much kindness to help others 
who really need their help through their 
pastoral mission as well as their social 
service.”  

“Through all of this, I am motivated to be 
able to deepen my knowledge by going 
through the same formation and 
education they had and hopefully become 
a good Jesuit someday,” said Deonisio.



The formation program in Manresa 
House is design to help the novices 
acquire the discipline and the habit of 
prayer, studies, work and community life.  
Apostolic engagement are also introduced 
in the program in order for the novices to 
have a taste of active ministry which they 
will also face as they progress in their 
formation.  

There are experiments, usually 
month-long, marked throughout the 
year which help the novices to have a 
wider view of life and the many issues 
surrounding the church and society 
nowadays.  It is hoped that the formation 
that they received will help them  
progress in terms of practice of 
discernment by finding the will of God 
in their lives.

Aside from the practice of discernment, 
the novices are also cultivated in terms 
oftheir devotion to Mary and Joseph. 

They have religious practices while in 
Manresa that help cultivate these 
devotions in order to shape their faith 
and vocation as well.



“The experiment I will not forget is my 
pilgrimage on foot from Dili to Ainaro. 
Walking that long distance made me feel 
all sort of difficult human sentiments 
ranging from physical to emotional.  I felt 
for several times the hunger, exhaustion 
under the heat of the sun, strong wind and 
the rain.  But despite all these trials I tried 
with my companion not to lose my temper 
and went ahead with the journey.   Because 
I believe that, when God calls me to carry 
out the Christ’s mission, he will continue to 
guide me and protect me from all harm”, 
said Deonisio.

Helio Ramos added, “The experience of 
the pilgrimage was tough, and I must say I 
did not expect that level of difficulty before 
we started.  But although the process of 
walking on foot can be treacherous at 
times, but the very process of walking 
towards the targeted place did open my 
heart to be able feel as well as direct my 

thoughts to the experience of Mary on their 
journey from Galilie to Bethlehem. As a 
result my devotion to Mary was strengthen 
by the experience.”



In any formation house, the role of a 
formator is always crucial.  The novices 
are accompanied by their novice master 
throughout their formation program. 

The novice master is also helped by his 
socius on matters of material provision 
and also instruction to the novices. 

“The novices come in Manresa not 
empty handed. He said, the formation 

they received in Casa Gonzaga 
Candidacy Program has equipped 

them with some self-awareness and a 
habit of prayer.  

The novitiate tries to reinforce those 
skills and capacities in order to 
prepare them for mission in the 

future.”
 
   Fr. Leonardus Dibyawiyata, SJ
                       Novice Master

 Fr. Leonardus Dibyawiyata, SJ, has been 
the novice master for several years now. 
The experience of accompanying the 
novices is a rewarding experience for 
him especially when the novices are able 
to finish the two years and make it to the 
profession of the vows.  



Helio and Deonisio professed their first 
vows on the 27th of April 2018.  The 
occasion was attended by their families 
and friends.  Their vows were received 
by the Regional Superior, Fr. Joaquim 
Sarmento, SJ.  

In his homily and words of 
encouragement for the vovendi (as the 
candidates for the vows are called 
among the Jesuits), he tells them a story 
‘of a young boy who has to navigate the 
dark pathway in the forest.  Upon the 
instruction of his father, he was made to 
carry a flaming torch with an instruction 
that he should protect the flame at all 
cost. Be prepared to make a sacrifice if 
necessary.  You may slip on the mud or 
trip on the obstacles, but never let this 
flame snuff out.’  

The moral of the story applies to the two 
who has just pronounced their vows.  
Like the young boy, they are to carry the 
flames in their hearts, burning for the 
love of Christ and his church. With our 
prayers, may Helio and Deonisio continue

to be ignited for mission and be prepared 
to withstand the odds with their loving 
sacrifice of their own lives for the will of 
God.  



With our prayers, may Helio and Deonisio continue to be ignited for mission and be 
prepared to withstand the odds with their loving sacrifice of their own lives for the will 
of God.  

	  

About	  the	  titlte	  :	  
“	  Lia-tatoli”	  means	  :	  
	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  
to	  bring	  it	  into	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  “You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word”.	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  
Timor-‐Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	   “The	  
message	  entruste	  to	  us”	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  
journey	   of	   Jesus	   and	   who	   share	   the	   mission	   of	   Jesus	   Christ.	   “lia-tatoli”	   now	   becomes	   the	   official	  
newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  
out	  our	  work	  in	  the	  service	  of	  the	  faith	  and	  promotion	  of	  the	  justice.	  Through	  this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  
with	  you	  news	  and	  updates	  of	  our	  many	  projects	  and	  activities,	  particularly	  those	  for	  which	  continued	  
support	  is	  needed	  in	  various	  ways.	  If	  you	  wish	  to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	  to	  a	  project,	  
please	  email	  :	  etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  our	  website	  https://timor-leste-jesuits.org	  ,	  or	  like	  
our	  fan	  page	  at	  Jesuíta	  em	  Timor	  Leste.	  
	  


