The vision is to provide the education sector in
the country a big boost by providing the much
needed leadership in education. Before moving
into the newly built campus, the institute had to
sort of ‘hover’ from one place to another.

The school started by using the space in Casa
Gonzaga for more than a year. Then it had to
settle for a while in Colegio de Loiola for another
year before finally getting its permanent nest
in Kasait just beside Colegio de Loiola. The new
campus definitely calls for a ceremonial
inauguration.

The event was held on two separate days, 30th
of April and the 3rd of May 2018. The
inauguration was held earlier as the Minister of
Education himself could not make it on the 3rd
of May. The blessing was formally held on the
3rd of May.
The Minister of Education Fernando Hanjam
signed the plaque of inauguration on the
inauguration day while the Jesuit Superior
Fr. Joaquim Sarmento, SJ, signed his part on the
plaque on the occasion of the blessing.

The occasion was also graced by the presence
of Professor Marie Emmitt from Australia,
who has been a long-time consultant for the
Jesuit Education Project in Timor Leste. To
represent the many benefactors of ISJB,
Mr. Brian Purvis was also present in this
joyful occasion.

The hard work done by the Jesuit mission of
Timor-Leste together with the national and
international partners has paid off with the
successful building project of ISJB. The new
campus ushers in a new beginning for
Instituto de Brito. The facilities now available
will definitely boost the school’s capacity to
deliver its commitment to train competent
teachers for the benefit of advancing the
education in Timor-Leste.
The whole education project, together with
Colegio de Loiola, has gone through a process
of long discernment and planning. It has
gone through a difficult process of
streamlining in pursuit of the most suitable
education venture that responds to the needs
of the country.

Together with the former Jesuit Superior
Timor-Leste Fr. Mark Raper SJ, a group of
consultants were convened to help
conceptualize the education project. When it
was the right time to think about putting up
a school, a careful thought was put on how to
blend the modern trend in teacher education
and the context of the country with its unique
cultural traditions.

The special participation of the Education
Minister, Hon. Fernando Hanjam, did mark a
historical milestone as the school was formally
legalized and recognized. In his speech,
Honorable Fernando Hanjam is happy with
ISJB as he faces the challenge that, as ‘the older
teachers will be retiring soon, the hardest thing
is to find new qualified teachers with aptitude
for Portuguese language.’
The Minister is hopeful that ISJB will be able
to address that need in the coming years. He
shared some words of encouragement to the
students of ISJB, inviting them to keep trying to
raise the bar of teaching profession in the
country amidst the fact that majority of current
public school teachers do not possess the
targeted level of qualification in this profession.

“I want to encourage ISJB students to keep
trying to become qualified teachers in the
future. Develop not only your intelligence but
also your desire to serve the future generation
of the country. You are lucky to be afforded with
quality education in this school, so make the
most out of it. Honestly, I am confident that this
school will become a leading institute in teacher
training and education and I am thinking now
to send our teachers here in order to strengthen
their abilities” said Hon. Fernando. His remarks
were met with a strong applause.
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In that case, Marrie Emmitt also congratulated
the students of ISJB and all the partnes for their
contribution, “ I would like to congratulate the
ISJB students who have chosen and trusted ISJB
as a place to study. I would also like to thank all
partners who have worked together for the
development of the institution.”

In her speech before the congregation, Prof.
Marie Emmitt is confident that the school will
surely uplift the quality of some of the teachers
in the future.
“I am grateful and very excited that today is the
official blessing of inaugural celebration day
for Instituto de Brito where it is responding very
well to the mission and vision that the Jesuit
Educational Project, since the time it has been
initiated. I have no doubt under the Instituto de
Brito will be a great institution and can be
developed in the future,” she said.

Hon. Fernando Hanjam also took the occasion to
express his gratitude to the Society of Jesus as
he said, “I would like to thank the Society of Jesus
for all the support they have given me
personally. I am a product of Jesuit education
and my studies were supported financially by the
Jesuits all throughout until I finally earned by
Doctorate. My hope is that when I am no longer
hold my government position now, I and my wife
will be given a chance to pay back by helping this
school someday. I would like to contribution to
the Instituto de Brito in order to educate our
nation’s children in their future,” he promised.

The Superior of the Jesuits in Timor leste
Fr. Joaquim Sarmento, SJ in his speech,
was very grateful for all the help and
hard work done for the development of
Instituto de Brito, “I am very grateful to
all who have contributed to the process of
establishing this big education project. It
is our hope that your effort will contribute
greatly to uplift the quality of education in
this country thinking of the greater good
of the children who deserve to be educated
with quality despite the struggle of building
quality education in this new country,” said
the Jesuit Superior.
		

In his speech, Fr. Joaquim also delivered a
message sent by the former Jesuit Superior in
Timor-Leste Fr. Mark Raper,SJ, intended for the
Rector of ISJB, Fr. Sidelizio Pereira Ornai, SJ, and
all the lay partners, “Dear Fr. Sidelizio, today is a
special day for ISJB and all of us because ISJB will
receive official blessings in the inauguration ceremony. I want to congratulate you on everything
you and your team have done in terms of
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administrating and managing all the processes
well. Keep developing ISJB forward to be better in
the future. I would also like to thank all our
generous partners who have contributed to the
development of the Instituto de Brito, and finally
today ISJB has stood in the Kasait-Ulmera to
provide education for the proud children of
Timor-Leste,” says Fr. Mark Raper, SJ.

With the grace of God, and also all the motivation, inspiration and hope presented through all the
collaborators, ISJB is poised to chart the challenging path to become a strong institute of learning for the
teachers, as well as to grow better for the future, and to achieve the vision and mission of this institute.

	
  

About	
  the	
  titlte	
  :	
  
“	
  Lia-tatoli”	
  means	
  :	
  

	
  
Before	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  ascended	
  to	
  heaven,	
  he	
   “entrusted	
  the	
  message”	
  (lia-tatoli)	
  to	
  mankind	
  in	
  order	
  
to	
  bring	
  it	
  into	
  the	
  worship	
  and	
  comfort	
  of	
  peoples.	
  “You	
  go	
  to	
  convey	
  My	
  word”.	
  The	
  Jesuits	
  Region	
  in	
  
Timor-‐Leste	
  calls	
  us	
  all	
  to	
  channel	
  the	
  responsibility	
  and	
  give	
  each	
  other	
  a	
  close	
  look	
  at	
  Jesus.	
   “The	
  
message	
  entruste	
  to	
  us”	
  (lia-tatoli)	
  wants	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  conduit	
  to	
  connect	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  who	
  are	
  friends	
  on	
  the	
  
journey	
   of	
   Jesus	
   and	
   who	
   share	
   the	
   mission	
   of	
   Jesus	
   Christ.	
   “lia-tatoli”	
   now	
   becomes	
   the	
   official	
  
newsletter	
  of	
  the	
  East	
  Timor	
  Region.	
  
	
  
	
  

Support	
  Our	
  Work	
  :	
  

The	
  Jesuit	
  in	
  Timor-‐Leste	
  rely	
  on	
  generous	
  support	
  of	
  our	
  friends,	
  donors	
  and	
  collaborators	
  to	
  carry	
  
out	
  our	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  service	
  of	
  the	
  faith	
  and	
  promotion	
  of	
  the	
  justice.	
  Through	
  this	
  newsletter	
  we	
  share	
  
with	
  you	
  news	
  and	
  updates	
  of	
  our	
  many	
  projects	
  and	
  activities,	
  particularly	
  those	
  for	
  which	
  continued	
  
support	
  is	
  needed	
  in	
  various	
  ways.	
  If	
  you	
  wish	
  to	
  know	
  more	
  about	
  our	
  work	
  or	
  donate	
  to	
  a	
  project,	
  
please	
  email	
  :	
  etr.communications@gmail.com	
  ,	
  visit	
  our	
  website	
  https://timor-leste-jesuits.org	
  ,	
  or	
  like	
  
our	
  fan	
  page	
  at	
  Jesuíta	
  em	
  Timor	
  Leste.	
  
	
  

