
The Society of Jesus in Timor Leste is blessed 
with another pastor on the ordination of 

Fr. Albino Ribeiro Gonçalves, SJ a priest on 
the 28th of June 2018, in the municipality of 

Liquiça.  



The occasion was graced by the 
presence of the Jesuits and local clergy, 
families and friends of Albino, students 
and staff of Jesuit schools, partners of 
the Jesuits in various apostolates as 
well as local authorities and 
parishioners of Liquiça. 

A beaming crowd of two thousand 
attended the ceremony held in the 
grounds of the parish church. The 
ordination rite was officiated by Dom 
Norberto do Amaral, DD of the Diocese 
of Maliana. 

Fr. Albino was born on 14th of June 
1982 in Pissu Craic, Lauhata, Bazartete 
Liquiça.  He belongs to a large family of 
14 siblings.

He joined the Society of Jesus on the 
22nd of April 2005.  

He finished his philosophy degree from 
Ateneo de Manila University, in the 
Philippines and finished his 
Theological studies in Faculdade 
Jesuita de Filosofia e Teologia, Belo 
Horzonte, Brazil.  He received his 
diaconal ordination in the same school 
in 2017.

On his thanksgiving message, Fr. Albino 
poured out his heart with so much 
gratitude to those who attended, he 
said, “it takes a village to raise a child, 
I am thankful first to my family but also 
to all of you.  You are all part of that 
village where I grew up and where I am 
now is also because of all of you.” 

This remark earned him a loud 
applause from the congregation.



In his homily, bishop Dom 
Norberto do Amaral highlighted 

the chosen motto of Albino’s 
ordination: “It is no longer I who 
live but Christ who lives in me” 

(Galatians 2:20).  “The 
self-offering that Albino brings 
into this occasion is a testimony 
that Christ can transform us to 
be his instrument of love in this 
church and for the people.  He is 

no longer the same Albino as 
before, but now one of 

alter-Christus in our midst” the 
bishop said.  

The Superior of the Jesuit Region of 
Timor Leste, Fr. Joaquim Sarmento, SJ, 
also gave a message to Fr. Albino and 
the faithful by saying “Fr. Albino, in our 
liturgy today did not become a priest 
for the Society of Jesus only but he is 
now a priest for all. In the name of 
Society of Jesus in Timor Leste I would 
like to thank the bishop of Maliana for 
officiating this ordination and to our 
new Father Albino for offering yourself 
to the church.”

The celebration was capped by the 
traditional cutting of cake, and the 
crowd were entertained with cultural, 
modern dance and choral presentations 
from the various ministries especially 
the Jesuit-run schools in Timor.
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A week after the ordination, the Jesuits, 
families and friends of Fr. Albino 
gathered once again to celebrate the 
first mass of our new priest. It was held 
last 8th of July, 2018 in the mission 
chapel of uphill village of Bazartete, 
some 38 kilometers away from Dili. In 
celebration of the mass was not only 
attended by the community Bazartete, 
but also attended by invited guests, 
collaborators and other relative of
Dili and Liquiça.

“In his homily, Fr. Albino tells a story of 
a furniture-maker who became a rabii 
(a teacher) to be able to teach about the 
word of God to his people in Nazareth 
and Galilee. But he was not treated well 
as a preacher of the word of God was 
not accepted by his own relatives and 
community, that in the end he suffered 
and was crucified.  That man is Jesus.”



Fr. Albino jokingly said that he feels like Jesus at present not because of holiness 
but his experience of being candidly teased upon by his friends who knew him as 
impossible to become priest since they knew him very well before.  The mystery 
of vocation indeed.

The former Superior of the 
Jesuits in Timor Leste, Fr. Mark 
Raper was also present in the 
first mass in Bazartete.  In the 

celebration he stated, “I am very 
happy to attend this first mass 

service with all the families 
and communities of Bazartete. 
I personally congratulate [Fr. 
Albino] and also hope you will 

be launched in your missions to 
serve the Lord through his 

people, “said Fr. Mark.
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Fr. Albino also expressed thanks to God for the vocation granted to him, as well as 
for the presence of all families and guests who have been present in both the 
ordination and the first mass. In praise and gratitude, Fr. Albino could not just 
imagine that his day would arrive. He is just one among the children in his village, 
but the village nurtured his faith and made him who he is now – chosen by God in 
this important ministry of priesthood.  He asks for our prayers as he promises us 
his own.

	  

About	  the	  title:	  	  

“lia–tatoli”	  means:	  
	  	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message	  ”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  to	  
bring	  it	  into	  	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  "You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word".	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  Timor-‐
Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	  "The	  message	  
entrusted	  to	  us"	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  journey	  of	  
Jesus	  and	  who	  share	  the	  mission	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  “lia-tatoli”	  now	  becomes	  the	  official	  newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  
Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  out	  our	  
work	   in	   the	  service	  of	   the	   faith	  and	  promotion	  of	   the	   justice.	  Through	   this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  with	  you	  
news	   and	  updates	   of	   our	  many	  projects	   and	   activities,	   particularly	   those	   for	  which	   continued	   support	   is	  
needed	   in	  various	  ways.	   If	  you	  wish	   to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	   to	  a	  project,	  please	  email	   :	  
etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  https://timor-leste-jesuits.org	  or	  like	  our	  fan	  page	  at	  Jesuítas	  em	  
Timor	  Leste.	  


