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“Knight of the 
Morning Star”

Special Screening of 
Ignacio de Loyola, the Movie, in Timor–Leste !

Lia-tatoli

A Filipino production took home Best Film at the 8th Mirabile Dictu 
International Catholic Film Festival in the Vatican. The 2016 film of 
“Ignacio de Loyola,” directed by Paolo Dy, comes as a real surprise 
because the film was their first attempt at filmmaking and earned 

an award from a distinguished award-giving body considered to be the 
Academy Awards of Catholic films.  



On the 11th to 14th of August, 2018, the film 
was shown to the public in Timor-Leste.  The 
viewers greeted the showing with enthusiasm 
and gratitude for having the chance to be 
inspired by the story of St. Ignatius of Loyola.  

“Ignacio de Loyola” follows the real life of 
St. Ignatius de Loyola, the founder of the Jesuit 
order. It features Spanish actor Andreas 
Muñoz as the lead as well as a foreign cast, but 
it was produced by the Jesuit Communication 
(JesCom) Foundation Philippines. 

The executive producer Fr. Emmanuel Alfonso, 
S.J. said they were honored by the award and 
hoped it would inspire audiences. “It comes as a 
real surprise because the film was our first 
attempt at filmmaking,” said Alfonso. “We 
therefore share this with all those who 
struggled with us to be able to produce this 
film.” 

The Jesuits in Timor-Leste screened the movie of 
Ignacio de Loyola in Timor-Leste that obtained 
permission from Jescom Philippines was shown in 
Platinum Cineplex Timor-Plaza Dili, with 
Tetun subtitles. 

The screening that conducted in 4 days, attracted 
the attention of the audience who want to know the 
life of this well-known saint of the Catholic Church 
who describes himself as a pilgrim after his 
conversion experience.  

He earned that title of the Knight of the 
Morning Star because of his desire to give his 
life to protect the royal throne of Spain as a 
soldier.  



After his conversion, his gallant dream was 
transformed into a desire to serve the 
heavenly King and Mary the Queen. 

He remained the knight but with a new 
purpose and meaning. He was formerly a 

soldier and an outright sinner, and finally he 
transformed himself to become an avid 
disciple of Christ that led him to live a life of 
what is to become a great Saint, who will be 
known as St. Ignacio of Loyola. 



When the film was shown to various audiences, lay and religious, young kids and adults, those 
who had watched the movie of Ignacio de Loyola felt very proud and inspired by the storyline, 
and were grateful for making it possible for the film to be shown in Timor-Leste. 



Urbano da Conceição is the one of 
the viewers, expressed his gratitude 
for the special screening, “I am very 
happy and grateful for the Jesuits who 
organized this film showing. I can see 
the great energy and enthusiasm of 
the audience.  Nice to see many old 
and new faces who like me, want to 

know in depth who is Ignacio de 
Loyola and what can we learn from 

him.  Great movie, indeed!”

Added by Vicente Dias da Costa, “With the 
showing of Ignacio de Loyola , the movie, I 
felt very happy watching the movie.  I be-
lieve this movie is very good for everyone, 
for Timor-Leste’s youth especially because 
in the film connects more deeply our faith 
and our human experience.  We can learn 
from St. Ignatius through his own spiritual 
endeavors and examination of conscience”. 
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Others are also somewhat inspired to make some personal commitment to transform their 
lives after getting some inspiration and motivation from the story of St. Ignatius. 

Maria Imaculada da Conceição as a viewer 
expressed what she felt while watching the 
movie; 

“My experience was very nice, the movie is very 
interesting and inspiring. When I was at high 
school, I already knew about Santo Inacio de 
Loyola, but only through books and teachings 
taught about the spiritual process carried out by 
Igantius, but the movie has given me a chance to 
witness with vivid life portrayal the process of 
conversion and the journey of Ignacio de Loyola 
through this film.  I am very happy and 
motivated by his spiritual journey”, said Maria. 

Maria Imaculada da Conceição Guterres
 Viewer



The viewer Almanzo Salsinha added that, 
“the film was perfectly captivating, through 
its realistic portrayal of the life of Ignacio de 
Loyola from the time when he was still
a worldly man, and finally transformed 
himself to become a Saint through the 
spiritual testing process he did with the help 
of the grace from God. I am very happy to be 
able to watch personally that movie,“Almanzo 
said.  

Almanzo Salsinha;
Viewer

SPECIAL SCREENING OF IGNACIO DE LOYOLA !



With all the impressions and hopes expressed by the various audiences, it is hoped that the 
movie will continue to inspire many people in our common journey of deepening our faith 
through the inspiration we can get from the example of the life of this great knight of the 
morning star, St. Ignatius of Loyola.

	  

About	  the	  title:	  	  

“lia–tatoli”	  means:	  
	  	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message	  ”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  to	  
bring	  it	  into	  	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  "You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word".	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  Timor-‐
Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	  "The	  message	  
entrusted	  to	  us"	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  journey	  of	  
Jesus	  and	  who	  share	  the	  mission	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  “lia-tatoli”	  now	  becomes	  the	  official	  newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  
Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  out	  our	  
work	   in	   the	  service	  of	   the	   faith	  and	  promotion	  of	   the	   justice.	  Through	   this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  with	  you	  
news	   and	  updates	   of	   our	  many	  projects	   and	   activities,	   particularly	   those	   for	  which	   continued	   support	   is	  
needed	   in	  various	  ways.	   If	  you	  wish	   to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	   to	  a	  project,	  please	  email	   :	  
etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  https://timor-leste-jesuits.org	  or	  like	  our	  fan	  page	  at	  Jesuítas	  em	  
Timor	  Leste.	  


