
In this edition, we are happy to present a short account of the 
experience of inauguration of the new parish church in Railaco. 

The elevation of the new parish and the gathering of the 
communities in this remarkable milestone of the community only 

shows that the work which the spirit began many years back 
already brought them to a joyful culmination on that day when 
Railaco will be known as a parish run by the Jesuits in Timor Leste.

The Railaco Parish 
After One Year !



Though it has only been a year since the 
inauguration of the Railaco Parish by 
Bishop Dom Virgilio do Carmo da Silva 
SDB on Saturday, 07/10/2017, many 
progress have been made, and Railaco 
is on its journey towards deepening and 
developing their spiritual and community 
lives. 

When revisiting Railaco Parish this year, 
tremendous progress has been made in 
the programs and activities of the Parish 
through collaboration and inclusive 
participation of the Jesuits and the 
communities in Railaco.



In the past, before Railaco became a 
parish, most of the parish programs 
concentrated solely on the sacramental 
programs and on the construction of the 
church, but lack of emphasis on the 
formation of the faith of the parishion-
ers. There were many parishioners but 
still it was difficult for them to cultivate 
and deepen their faith. At the time, cul-
tural and traditional activities were 
dominant and they were hesitant to 
deepen their faith through the doctrines 
of the Catholic Church.

Upon the inauguration in 2017, Railaco 
immediately began to focus its activities 
on pastoral and sacramental programs 
by visiting the families in order to expand 
the Catholic faith in the families. 

Besides pastoral and sacramental 
programs, the Parish also diversified its 
program to constructing chapels, halls, 
residences, and other edifices, in order 
to facilitate pastoral programs and 
community activities.



The implementation of the Parish program is divided into two phases: the 
first phase focuses on the construction of the church and pastoral works, and 
the second phase concentrates on, “Scriptures for Families” and “Family Visit”.

“Before the inauguration of Railaco 
as a parish, most of the programs 
were planned to finalize the 
construction of the parish. Upon the 
inauguration, the importance of the 
program that is planned by the 
Parish Priest is to focus on “Bible for 
Families”, as last year was defined as 
the Year of Scripture.”

“The continuation for this year is to 
prioritize the program on “Visiting 
Families” in order to approach the 
families in the villages, which some 
of the group from the parish are 
currently doing”, said Sebastião de 
Oliveira, Pastoral Secretary at 
Railaco Parish.



The activities with the members of the 
Pastoral Council and the Parish Priest 
are essential to monitor the ongoing 
construction, especially the chapel 
that still needs some renovation and also 
other edifices that need new construc-
tion. There are some chapels that also 
need to be renovated and to also prepare 
for the inauguration of the chapel in 
Railaco - Kraik. The construction of the

chapel in Delesu Village which was 
previously under construction has been 
discontinued and is planned to continue 
its construction in the near future. Also, 
the new construction of the chapel in 
Samalete village is still under construc-
tion and there is a plan to renovate the 
chapel of Tarasu as well. Therefore, these 
are the parish programs that have been 
planned to be implemented.



The parish is also receiving help from the 
categorical group to organize the 
activities of the church. The program run 
by the Daily Council in collaboration with 
the Parish Priest is to hold regular 
meetings on a weekly, monthly, and 
quarterly basis. A weekly meeting is done 
by the Daily Council, including all the 
leaders of the categorical groups in order 
to conduct performance evaluation for 
the ongoing activities, and also

evaluation on the activities that have 
discontinued, and those that need to be 
improved in the future.  Monthly reunion 
is conducted by all members of the 
Daily Council and the leaders of the 
categorical groups, to also evaluate all 
the activities. The quarterly reunion 
involves all the council in collaboration 
with all catechists to review all the 
programs performed by the parish.



The implementations of the programs in the parish are construction program, 
pastoral activities, formation of the catechists, and the involvement of the youth. 
Furthermore, the program also involves many     parishioners     and    families from the 
area.

“During the mission of Pe. Samuel in 
Railaco, the Jesuit missionaries, 
pastoral programs, and all the 
programs implemented in Railaco 
were well-organized, said Virgilio de 
Aráujo, Head of the Pastoral Council. 

All the Jesuits continue to earnestly 
work to serve all in need, such as 
celebrating mass with the people in 
remote villages, supporting 
catechetical activities,participating 
in education, providing service 
of public health in clinics, and also 
feeding program.”
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“Before becoming a parish, Railaco was rarely visited by priests, sometimes once 
or twice a month. But with the arrival of  the Jesuit Pastors in 2000, from then 
there has been progress in Railaco.” Said Chief of Family Department of Railaco 
Parish, Mr.Rui Berek.

Started in the beginning of 2018, the 
parish programs have been focusing on 
two main areas of the parish program. 
The first part of the program 
concentrates on the formation of agents 
to become Catholic communicators of 
faith. On the other hand, the second part 
concentrates more on “Meeting 
Families” to be able to discover the 
realities and issues that are facing each 
individual in each family as well as their 
living condition; also meeting with the 
gentiles, as well as different religious 
communities, in order to promote 
harmony and good relationships with 
them and among them.

“In January 2018, we held a Daily 
Council meeting to discuss the parish 
programs to organize the establish-
ment of the family department, and 
we were asked by the parish priest to 
organize a detailed planned for the 
program, and to be approved by the 
parish priest. 

“The implementation of the family 
program is with a crucial objective 
that the parish should be able to ap-
proach the families and to get to know 
them and the problems that are fac-
ing the families. This program is still 
continuing and in progress, “ said Mr. 
Berek, Chief of Family Department. 



The plan that has also been implement-
ed is Pastoral Program for the parents, 
youth, teenagers, and also categorical 
groups, with the aim of deepening their 
Catholic faith with the doctrines of the 
church. With that in mind, the Railaco 
Mission has also thought of 
establishing a special educational 
department, in order to be able to 
collaborate with all the school 
directors and coordinators and inform 
them about the pastoral programs that 
will be implemented directly in their 
schools and communities.

From February 2018 until now, all the 
directors and coordinators have been 
very cooperative and inclusive in 
carrying out pastoral program such 
as mass and confessions directly in 
schools. 

This pastoral program is also 
implemented with the participation 
of the parents, by involving them to 
collaborate with the catechists. 

“I inspire them to involve in the faith-building program, especially they who are 
jobless to voluntarily involve in this group that I call Special Catechists Group 
to deepen their Catholic experience. One day, those who have entered into the 
group can extend their faith by giving formation to young people, children, and 
also liturgy and catechism to prepare the candidates to receive sacraments in 
Railaco parish, and also in chapels in remote areas”, said Fr. Phoung.

Fr. Joseph Nyuyen tanh Phoung, SJ
Parish Priest of Railaco .



Pastors are servants of the people who work to serve all the people not only in urban 
areas but in all the places especially in remote villages where help is most needed. 

At the conference last year, the Bishop of Dili also congratulated and expressed his 
gratitude for the Jesuits who are sacrificing and offering their service in this country. 

“Jesuit Pastors have become a pillar for the church in Timor-Leste”, uttered Bishop 
Dom Virgilio do Carmo da Silva, SBD, at the conference. We are grateful for the 
companionship of the Jesuits who have been helping Railaco for the past sixteen 
years. Their services have shown tremendous progress for the people of Railaco 
and the people have felt changes in their spiritual and family lives.” 
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The Regional Superior of the Jesuits, Pe. 
Joaquim Sarmento, SJ, also expressed his 
gratitude for the Bishop and all the help 
that has been given by the donors who 
have become the foot and the Lord’s 
helping hand for the development of  
Railaco Parish.

“The church is like a spiritual edifice, 
the belief of each person is a strong 
faith for the church,” Said Fr. Sarmento. 
However, the church will only be an 
empty building if we do not take part 
inside the Church. 

More importantly, as proclaimed by 
Saint Paul, each and every one of us is 
the living block that collectively build 
the Church, which is not a mere 
material edifice but rather a spiritual 
edifice. 

On behalf of Companhia de Jesus, we 
sincerely thank the Bishop, who has 
given us complete confidence to be able 
to serve this Railaco mission forward, 
and for  all the donors and collabora-
tors who have helped in establishing 
this Parish.“
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The long journey and the processes that Railaco has faced have become the blessings 
for the people of Railaco. Collaboration and good relationships between the parish and 
the communities in Railaco has become the pathway and light for these communities to 
live in faith, compassion, and peace.

	  

About	  the	  title:	  	  

“lia–tatoli”	  means:	  
	  	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message	  ”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  to	  
bring	  it	  into	  	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  "You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word".	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  Timor-‐
Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	  "The	  message	  
entrusted	  to	  us"	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  journey	  of	  
Jesus	  and	  who	  share	  the	  mission	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  “lia-tatoli”	  now	  becomes	  the	  official	  newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  
Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  out	  our	  
work	   in	   the	   service	  of	   the	   faith	  and	  promotion	  of	   the	   justice.	  Through	   this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  with	  you	  
news	   and	   updates	   of	   our	  many	   projects	   and	   activities,	   particularly	   those	   for	  which	   continued	   support	   is	  
needed	   in	  various	  ways.	   If	   you	  wish	   to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	   to	  a	  project,	  please	  email	   :	  
etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  https://timor-leste-jesuits.org	  or	  like	  our	  fan	  page	  at	  Jesuítas	  em	  
Timor	  Leste.	  


