“My fellow Timorese, move forward and love your lives. Life is beautiful and it
is a blessing. So, each and every one of you should live your life to the fullest.
You should fight to promote the value of your lives and seek in yourself to be
the best you can, to be able to respect others, to serve justice, and also to fight
against evils that may come to your lives”. This is the message of encouragement from Pope Francis to Timorese and reiterated by Bishop Virgilio do
Carmo SDB in his sermon during the inauguration of the Chapel of Railaco
Kraik on November 9th, 2018.

The inaugural ceremony that was
presided by Bishop Virgilio do
Carmo SDB and concelebrated
by other Jesuit priests was a
blessing for the communities in
Railaco Kraik who had been
waiting enthusiastically to
celebrate that very day.

During the mass, the community
of Railaco Kraik also received the
message of encouragement from
the Bishop to strengthen their
faith and also to spread the
message of God to others through
community gatherings and
activities in that new chapel.

“ A church is a sacred edifice that gathers all the Catholic
believers from all over the place to come together and celebrate
Eucharist and listen to the Gospel of the Lord.”
Bishop Virgilio do Carmo SDB
“First of all, I would like to
congratulate you all for the
efforts that have been made
until this very day that this Chapel
receives the blessings of God to be
the sacred edifice of the people of
Railaco Kraik. A church is a sacred
edifice that gathers all the Catholic
believers from all over the place
to come together and celebrate
Eucharist and listen to the Gospel
of the Lord. Therefore, I ask each
and every one of you to collaborate
with the Parish priest to be able to
make this church greater not just
materially but also spiritually”,
said Bishop of Dili.

A magnificent chapel that was
built at the top of the mountain
in Railaco Kraik is a communal
edifice that was built not just
materially but rather with the
faith of communities of Railaco
Kraik. It is truly a blessing for the
people of Railaco Kraik to
witness the fruit of their labor.
The chapel of Railaco Kraik is the
fruit of many hands from every
community in Railaco Kraik that
came together to renew this
spiritual edifice. This shows that
their efforts to rehabilitate the
chapel were not just materially
but rather spiritually.

“We faced many challenges and
difficulties in the process of rehabilitation of the Chapel of Railaco
Kraik. However, with efforts and
one faith in God and the spirit of
togetherness of the communities,
we finally finish the rehabilitation of the chapel until this day of
inauguration”, said Armindo .
Armindo Soares,
Resident of Railaco Kraik.

The rehabilitation of the chapel of Railaco Kraik was possible because of
the collective effort from many residents from the communities in
Railaco Kraik. Collectively the communities and the organizers came up
with a plan to organize everything that was needed to renew the chapel.

The process of rehabilitation of
the chapel of Railaco Kraik was
not easy because of the economic
situation of the communities in
Railaco Kraik. However, the
collaboration of the priests with
the people of Railaco Kraik had
made it possible to came up
with an organized plan for the
rehabilitation of the chapel.
On April 8th, 2018, all of the
communities here came together
to collectively organize the new
organization structure in order
to organize the programs and
activities of the church especially
the activities for the rehabilitation of the chapel”, said Jermino
da Costa Chief Organizer for the
chapel of Railaco Kraik.

The joy of the inauguration of the chapel was shared by many people,
men and women from all the communities in Railaco Kraik. Many
residents from different villages of Railaco Kraik expressed their joy for
the inauguration of their chapel because it was their efforts that made
this possible.

“I am very proud and happy for
this very day of the inauguration of
the Railaco Kraik chapel. With the
efforts that we put together from
the beginning have contributed so
much for the rehabilitation of this
chapel. I believe that our efforts
and collaboration will continue
in the future especially in planning and organizing the pastoral
and sacramental activities of the
church”, said Alda de Jesus, local
resident of Railaco Kraik,
Raimori village.

“I feel like my joy is
also shared by all
the communities of
Railaco Kraik”
Maria da Conçeição dos Santos also expressed her joy on that very day
of inauguration. “I feel very excited for the inauguration of our chapel. I
feel like my joy is also shared by all the communities of Railaco Kraik. We
would like to express our profound gratitude for all the support that we
received until this day and especially in helping us rehabilitate our chapel.
It is now a simple but magnificent chapel for the people of Railaco Kraik
and this is a joy that will move forward with the faith of the communities
in Railaco Kraik”.

The inauguration of the chapel of Railaco Kraik is a joy for the communities of Railaco Kraik because this is the result of their own efforts through
collaboration with the Jesuits that look after the community of Railaco
Kraik. The Jesuits also congratulate the communities in Railaco Kraik for
their effort and faith that made it possible for all of us to see this new
spiritual edifice.
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