
We are happy to announce the inauguration of the newly built The Chapel of 
Madonna della Strada located in the Colégio Santo Inacio de Loiola (CSIL), a 
new spiritual and sacred space for the students at Colégio de Loiola and Insti-
tuto de Brito. On the occasion of the feast of St. Francis Xavier, December 3rd, 

2018, a holy mass was celebrated to inaugurate this Chapel in Kasait.
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The inauguration ceremony was 
graced by the presence of Jesuit 
priests, Brothers, Scholastics, Lay 
people, Sisters from several 
different congregations, teachers, 
Institute of São João de Brito 
(ISJB) students, parents, and the 
students of CSIL. 

The ceremony started with the 
ribbon cutting by the Regional 
Superior of Jesuits in Timor – 
Leste, Fr. Joaquim Sarmento SJ 
and continued with the blessing 
of the chapel and the mass which 
was presided by him.



The welcoming smile from the students revealed their joy of having this 
new spiritual building at the heart of the school.

“I am grateful that we now 
have a new chapel and on 
behalf of the CSIL students 
I would like to thank all the 
benefactors that sincerely 
offered their support. This 
chapel will be a place to also 
enrich our Catholic faith 
through the Ignatian spirit.” 

Celidotisia de Araújo dos Santos, a Year 12 student at CSIL also beaming 
with joy and gratitude, expressed her thanks to all the benefactors that 
supported the construction of this new spiritual edifice.
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“I am very happy with the 
inauguration of the new 
chapel of Madonna della 
Strada.  Before the inaugura-
tion we did not have a chapel 
to celebrate mass, but it is 
really a blessing that we have 
this new chapel today so that 
all of us can come and express 
our spiritual needs”, said Nivio 
Soares, a student at CSIL.
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Besides the students, teachers 
of the CSIL were also very happy 
that finally their students can be 
more participative not just 
academically but also in the 
spiritual activities. 

The teachers of CSIL are hopeful 
that with this new sacred space, 
students will also be able to 
cultivate and deepen their faith 
as Catholics.

“I believe that this new 
sacred space will provide 
students with joy and 
willingness to cultivate 
their faith as students and 
as Catholics and bring them 
closer to God to serve others 
in their lives, uttered Maria 
de Jesus Filomena dos 
Santos, teacher at CSIL.

“I believe that this new 
sacred space will provide 
students with joy and 
willingness to cultivate 
their faith as students and 
as Catholics and bring them 
closer to God to serve others 
in their lives, uttered Maria 
de Jesus Filomena dos 
Santos, teacher at CSIL.



The inauguration of the CSIL chapel was also a fulfilling moment for the 
parents who enthusiastically participated in the ceremony. “

“I would like to say 
that this inaugura-
tion manifests an 
important element 
in the integrity of 
the formation of 
our children.”

“As a parent and also the President of the Council of Parents, I would 
like to say that this inauguration manifests an important element in the 
integrity of the formation of our children. Our children will have good 
education but also good moral and spiritual formation. On behalf of the 
parents we are grateful for all the efforts that Companhia de Jesus has 
put together until this day of the inauguration of this chapel,” uttered 
Juvinal Rui Morais.  



This chapel is a spiritual building 
not just to celebrate masses with 
the students but also to mani-
fest the presence of God that ac-
company them in their activities, 
and the chapel will be a sacred 
space, an oasis of peace where 
students, staff, and visitors can 
find refuge. The message from the 
Jesuit society in Singapore also 
emphasizes the importance of 
the chapel as the spiritual build-
ing that will guide the students to 
grow not just in the education of 
their minds and intellects but also 
in the depth, richness, and aware-
ness of their individual spirits

and sense of community over 
the years they will be at CSIL and 
ISJB.

In the message of the benefactors 
read during the mass, they quoted 
this line for the community to 
consider: “The chapel is not just 
a symbolic representation of the 
presence of God but to remind 
us that we are spiritual beings in 
search for human experience, as 
uttered by Fr. Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin SJ, “we are not human 
beings having a spiritual experi-
ence. We are spiritual beings 
having a human experience”. 



The name of the chapel, Madonna della Strada which means Our Lady of 
the Way is deep and meaningful for all of us who are in search for 
human experience in this world. In search for human experience means 
we are on a journey.

“We decided to name this chapel Madonna della Strada because it 
means the Lady of our way. She is the Lady of our journey. The process 
of education is a journey, each and every one of us is on a journey. All 
of the students here are on a journey. One day you will come to a cross 
road and you will have to choose. So, you will have to have wisdom, 
not only intelligence. Wisdom has a deeper meaning, it means love 
and intelligence. All of us is on a journey and at some point in our lives 
we will have to choose to turn left or right, so be wise. Always choose 
for the better and care for others because they are the companions of 
your journey”, expressed Fr. Joaquim Sarmento SJ.

“The process of education 
is a journey, each and eve-
ry one of us is on a journey. 
All of the students here are 
on a journey.”

Fr. Joaquim Sarmento, SJ
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The ceremony lasted for about 
two hours and concluded with 
special thanks to all the people 
that participated and contrib-
uted for the construction of the 
chapel of Madonna della Strada. 
The Director of Colégio Santo 
Inacio de Loyola, Fr. Robert 
Boholts SJ, gave the students 
of CSIL the opportunity to thank 
the Chief of Village, parents del-
egate, and the representatives 
of the construction companies, 

by wrapping Tais scarf around 
their shoulders as a symbol of 
gratitude.

There was also a special ten-min-
utes moment where Fr. Robert 
read the message from the friends 
and donors in Singapore and at 
the end of the message everyone 
started clapping with joy and 
appreciation to thank the donors 
even though they were not able to 
participate in the ceremony.



Truly this day of inauguration of the Madonna della Strada Chapel at CSIL 
has marked another important step forward in the implementation of the 
Projetu Edukasaun Jesuita (The Jesuit Education Project) and will serve the 
Catholic faith and justice amongst the students and all the people who came 
together to bring the education in Timor – Leste forward. The continued 
support from all the benefactors and the participation of all the people in 
the process of educating our children will bring more fruit in the future.

	  

About	  the	  title:	  	  

“lia–tatoli”	  means:	  
	  	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message	  ”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  to	  
bring	  it	  into	  	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  "You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word".	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  Timor-‐
Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	  "The	  message	  
entrusted	  to	  us"	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  journey	  of	  
Jesus	  and	  who	  share	  the	  mission	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  “lia-tatoli”	  now	  becomes	  the	  official	  newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  
Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  out	  our	  
work	   in	   the	   service	  of	   the	   faith	  and	  promotion	  of	   the	   justice.	  Through	   this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  with	  you	  
news	   and	   updates	   of	   our	  many	   projects	   and	   activities,	   particularly	   those	   for	  which	   continued	   support	   is	  
needed	   in	  various	  ways.	   If	   you	  wish	   to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	   to	  a	  project,	  please	  email	   :	  
etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  https://timor-leste-jesuits.org	  or	  like	  our	  fan	  page	  at	  Jesuítas	  em	  
Timor	  Leste.	  


