


It was the priesthood ordination of Deacon 
Roberto Madeira Encarnação, SJ in Our Lady 
of Grace Parish of Metinaro, an outskirt village 
of the capital city, Dili. A crowd more than a 
thousand people – the community, families of 
Deacon Roberto, Jesuits, religious, lays, pastoral 
groups, local authorities, and all the guests who 
were present that day gathered to celebrate the 
ordination. 

The celebration of the ordination mass preceded 
with a cultural moving ritual followed by turn-
ing over by the family their beloved son to the 
Society of Jesus and the church as represented 
by the Superior, Fr. Joaquim Sarmento SJ. In a 
unique way, as part of the Timorese culture, 

Deacon Roberto was wearing his white robe 
but also fitted with a traditional headdress with 
Kaibauk and also a Tais, a very typical Timorese 
traditional clothing, wrapped around his waist. 
The Deacon was accompanied by his family and 
some residents along with a traditional march-
ing band to walk a two-hundred meters from his 
house to the church. The Regional Superior of 
the Jesuits in Timor – Leste, Fr. Joaquim Sarmen-
to SJ, the community, and those who were pre-
sent that day gathered at the gate of the Church 
to welcome the about-to-be ordained deacon 
into the church. The ceremony started around 
nine o’clock in the morning, right after the ar-
rival of the Most Rev. Virgilio do Carmo, SDB, 
the Bishop of the Dili Diocese who officiated the 
ordination mass.  



During the homily, the Bishop of Dili expressed 
his gratitude and encouragement for the newly 
ordained priest, but also for the family, the Jesu-
its, and the community of Metinaro. “This young 
man of Metinaro has started to plant new seeds 
for the Church. He listened to the Lord’s call, 
and he answered. For many years he left many 
people, his family, his community and friends, 
in order to pursue his dream of priesthood. All 
these people have also been very supportive 
and with one objective they supported him until 
today the day of his ordination. 

This is the biggest reward for the community of 
Metinaro and for the family of the new priest. 
We thank also the Jesuits who have accompa-
nied the formation of the new priest for many 
years and also congratulations to the Society of 
Jesus for having a new priest into their society. 
However, this is a golden opportunity for Father 
Roberto Encarnação to serve God’s people and 
to widen his net for others”, said Bishop of Dili. 



In the end of the mass, Fr. Joaquim Sarmento, Su-
perior of the Jesuits in Timor also congratulated 
and thanked everyone for celebrating the ordi-
nation of another priest of the Society of Jesus in 
Timor. “On behalf of the Society of Jesus in Timor 
– Leste, I would like to thank and also congratu-
late all of us for having a new priest that will live 
among us from now on. It does not matter wheth-
er he is a Jesuit, a Diocesan, or a religious, what 
matters the most is that he is now the servant of 
the people of God. The Society

of Jesus is humbly grateful for the biggest contri-
bution from the biggest benefactors today, those 
benefactors are first of all the parents and the 
brothers and sisters of Father Roberto. You did 
not give us money or material, you gave us your 
biggest contribution, which is your son Roberto 
Encarnacao. Our deepest gratitude for what you 
have given us”, uttered Fr. Joaquim. 



Juliao Soares, the father of Fr. Roberto, uttered 
his loving and grateful words almost in tears, not 
of sadness but of happiness for a dream come 
true – the ordination of his son as a priest. This 
was his happiest moment to see a new priest 
in his family, Fr. Roberto Encarnação, his fourth 
child of his 9 children. “I have been a farmer and 
a fisherman for a long time, I work for my family 
but especially to support my son Roberto to

pursue his education and his dream of priesthood. 
I was in tears of happiness when he humbly said 
that I worked hard for him for his education. But 
I would also like to thank all the Jesuits who have 
supported him and accepted him to join the Soci-
ety of Jesus, said Juliao almost in tears.



After the mass, the Bishop and all who were 
present on the day of the ordination gathered at 
the side of the church to celebrate together with 
the newly ordained priest. The ceremony started 
with the cutting of the cake and ceremonial toast 
of champagnes and then followed by cultural 
dances, choir, duet singing, and other perfor-
mances from groups such as Magis, Colégio

de Santo Inácio de Loiola, Instituto São João de 
Brito, Jesuit Candidates, Novices, Jesuit Broth-
ers, and also the parishioners. The people also 
enjoyed the food and drinks prepared for the 
ceremony. 



The preparation for the ordination was rigorous but the contribution from everyone made that day 
possible. The newly ordained priest expressed his sincere gratitude for all the people who have helped 
in the preparation for that very day of the ordination. “I would like to thank the Bishop of the Dili Dio-
cese, the parish priest of Nossa Senhora da Graça parish, all the priests and deacons that are here today, 
all religious, categorical groups, local authorities, Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola, Instituto São João de 
Brito, and those who prepared everything for today, I thank you for your kind contribution to celebrate 
with me on my day of ordination”, expressed Fr. Roberto. 

Raising a new priest is a long process. But it doesn’t start just in the Jesuit formation houses but it goes 
back to one’s family. A young priest is born into the ministry under the cradle of his family, the Society 
of Jesus and the Church who nurtured his faith to become matured for this life-long commitment. This 
joyful occasion signaled a new hope that our God is keeping His Church alive.

	  

	  
About	  the	  title:	  	  

“lia–tatoli”	  means:	  
	  	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message	  ”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  to	  
bring	  it	  into	  	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  "You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word".	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  Timor-‐
Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	  "The	  message	  
entrusted	  to	  us"	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  journey	  of	  
Jesus	  and	  who	  share	  the	  mission	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  “lia-tatoli”	  now	  becomes	  the	  official	  newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  
Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  out	  
our	  work	  in	  the	  service	  of	  the	  faith	  and	  promotion	  of	  the	  justice.	  Through	  this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  with	  you	  
news	  and	  updates	  of	  our	  many	  projects	  and	  activities,	  particularly	  those	  for	  which	  continued	  support	  is	  
needed	  in	  various	  ways.	  If	  you	  wish	  to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	  to	  a	  project,	  please	  email	  :	  
etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  https://timorlestejesuitsdotorg.wordpress.com/	  or	  like	  our	  fan	  
page	  at	  Jesuítas	  em	  Timor	  Leste.	  


