The whole week, from June 23rd to 28th, was
a very fruitful and memorable time for the 18
visitors and parishioners from the parish of
St. Canice in Sydney Australia that spent the
whole week in Timor. The group visited the
Railaco parish and some remote villages in
Railaco and also the Jesuit schools in Kasait.
The aim of their visit was to see the reality
and the progress of the Railaco parish in the
programs that are supported by the St. Canice’s parish such as: feeding program, mobile
clinic, NOSSEF high school, water project,
and other projects of the Jesuit Social Services.

Even though the visit from the parishioners
of St. Canice was a momentous occasion for
the communities especially the residents in
the remote villages of Railaco, this was an
opportunity for the parishioners of St. Canice
to witness and meet the people – children,
students, teachers, elders, youth– whom
they have had such a successful long distance relationship with. For many years the
parishioners of St. Canice and their friends
have heard many stories about the people
of Railaco. For a long time, the two parishes
have maintained such a fruitful relationship.
Now is the time for us to hear the wonderful
experiences of the parishioners from Australia about their visit to the villages of Railaco
and about their thoughts on the programs
that are being implemented in Railaco.

Among the 18 visitors, there were two
remarkable and talented 10-year-old who
came along to meet their friends in their
neighbor country Timor – Leste. It was such
an inexplicable moment to witness the two
10-year-old kids, Elijah Slavinskis and Khoda
Aoun, who showed their kindnesses and
willingness to support the people of Railaco.

Elijah, a 10-year-old from a parish in
Melbourne accompanied by his mother,
was amazed by the warm welcome of the
people in Railaco, and the students and the
community of Railaco were also amazed by
the talents and courage that he has brought
to them.
“When we visited the medical mobile clinic
and the water project the community was
very welcoming and so nice. They welcomed us with their cultural dance with
traditional musical instruments and I am
grateful for that. Also, I knew that the
students here at NOSSEF love soccer so
before I came, I did a few fundraisings at
my school in Australia and gathered $300
dollars that I used to buy the soccer balls
for NOSSEF high school. I also do online
fundraising and at my church as well”, said
Elijah.

Khoda Aoun, another 10-year-old boy from
St. Canice’s parish also amazed the crowd
of students and communities with his talent
of playing the bagpipe. Accompanied by his
mom, Odelia Aoun, Khoda was astounded by
the warm welcome from the community of
Railaco and seeing the reality of the livelihoods of these people was an amazing and
unforgettable experience for Khoda.
”I am doing a very good thing and I felt so
happy doing it and so much joy for me and

for them. They gave us all they can and I really enjoyed it for myself and that was a great
experience for me. I felt so happy helping
people. I started playing the bagpipe when
I was five and I have been learning for five
years now and still doing it. So, I want the
students and everyone here to keep on striving for your best and try as much as possible
even though when it gets harder and harder”,
said Khoda.

How inspirational and amazing it was for the
parishioners of St. Canice to see the reality
of everything that they have heard about the
people of Railaco. For the whole week, they
eagerly traveled through rugged terrains and
tough roads just to go and meet the indigent
communities in the far-flung villages – children, mothers, youth and elders – whom they
have been supporting for several years now.
It was remarkable for them to see how the
feeding program and the medical mobile clinic are carried out in those villages and they
were very glad to see some communities

now have access to water through the water
project. “It is more inspirational to see the
reality. It is not enough just to read about
it or hear about it or watching it on TV or
videos. You need to actually be here and be
part of what is happening if you can. Most
of the villages that we went to are very poor
and primitive and one of the village leaders
said humbly that they want the program and
the relationship between the two parishes to
continue and we should keep doing it because their children rely on it”.

Malcolm and Barbara who have been married for 29 years also are the parishioners of
St. Canice and are also very supportive and
have good relationship with Railaco parish.
Barbara involves in the Canice Kitchen in
Australia. “Canice Kitchen feeds people that
cannot afford to feed themselves everyday.
The difference between the feeding program
here in Railaco and the Canice Kitchen is
that, Canice Kitchen in Australia feeds mostly
adults. Also, our neighbours in Timor - Leste
have been warm and welcoming to us. They
are very generous with their time and with
their food as well. We will always remember
this and we will always keep in touch. It is
wonderful to be here to see the people and
their courage and their love and we would
love to come back and we want the relationship to continue.

Michael Musgrave is one of the ambassadors
for Railaco from St. Canice’s parish in Elizabeth Bay Sydney. “I have been involved with
the parish for 25 years but I have become
deeply involved in our relationship with our
sister parish in Railaco for the last 10 years.
It’s been a wonderful journey. It’s amazing to
see where we’ve come from 10 years ago to
where we are today and what we are seeing
today. Timor – Leste and Australia are neighbours, and all neighbors share. The beauty of
neighbors is that we share kindnesses between each other. Here in Timor we feel that
we share our good will with you and you are
inspiring us with what we are seeing, doing
what you achieving not only for yourself but
also for your families and for the country in
the future”.

It is certainly an unforgettable experience
for the parishioners of St. Canice and their
friends to see the reality of conditions and
livelihoods of the communities in Railaco.
The two parishes have been keeping a very
fruitful distance relationship. The parishioners of St. Canice and the friends from Australia have been very generous for many years
now in supporting their sister parish.

	
  

It is a joy to witness such an outstanding
commitment of the parishioners of Australia
that want to continue this relationship forward. The communities of Railaco are so
lucky and grateful to have St. Canice and the
friends from Australia that have been kindly
supporting them.

	
  
About	
  the	
  title:	
  	
  

“lia–tatoli”	
  means:	
  

	
  	
  
Before	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  ascended	
  to	
  heaven,	
  he	
  “entrusted	
  the	
  message	
  ”	
  (lia-tatoli)	
  to	
  mankind	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
bring	
  it	
  into	
  	
  the	
  worship	
  and	
  comfort	
  of	
  peoples.	
  "You	
  go	
  to	
  convey	
  My	
  word".	
  The	
  Jesuits	
  Region	
  in	
  Timor-‐
Leste	
  calls	
  us	
  all	
  to	
  channel	
  the	
  responsibility	
  and	
  give	
  each	
  other	
  a	
  close	
  look	
  at	
  Jesus.	
  "The	
  message	
  
entrusted	
  to	
  us"	
  (lia-tatoli)	
  wants	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  conduit	
  to	
  connect	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  who	
  are	
  friends	
  on	
  the	
  journey	
  of	
  
Jesus	
  and	
  who	
  share	
  the	
  mission	
  of	
  Jesus	
  Christ.	
  “lia-tatoli”	
  now	
  becomes	
  the	
  official	
  newsletter	
  of	
  the	
  East	
  
Timor	
  Region.	
  

	
  
	
  
Support	
  Our	
  Work	
  :	
  

The	
  Jesuit	
  in	
  Timor-‐Leste	
  rely	
  on	
  generous	
  support	
  of	
  our	
  friends,	
  donors	
  and	
  collaborators	
  to	
  carry	
  out	
  
our	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  service	
  of	
  the	
  faith	
  and	
  promotion	
  of	
  the	
  justice.	
  Through	
  this	
  newsletter	
  we	
  share	
  with	
  you	
  
news	
  and	
  updates	
  of	
  our	
  many	
  projects	
  and	
  activities,	
  particularly	
  those	
  for	
  which	
  continued	
  support	
  is	
  
needed	
  in	
  various	
  ways.	
  If	
  you	
  wish	
  to	
  know	
  more	
  about	
  our	
  work	
  or	
  donate	
  to	
  a	
  project,	
  please	
  email	
  :	
  
etr.communications@gmail.com	
  ,	
  visit	
  https://timorlestejesuitsdotorg.wordpress.com/	
  or	
  like	
  our	
  fan	
  
page	
  at	
  Jesuítas	
  em	
  Timor	
  Leste.	
  

