September 2019 is also a historic
year for the Jesuits in remembering their two brothers and
priests, Fr. Tarcisius Dewanto,
SJ and Fr. Karl Albrecht, SJ, that
were killed because of sacrificing
themselves to protect those who
were suffering from brutality and
violence and fled their homes and
families. Their deaths signify a
meaningful lesson and revive in

our hearts the spirit of love and
sacrifice for others. Their friends
and families will always be remembering the love and courage
that they gave to others especially
the Timorese people who found a
safe haven in their arms times of
hardship and suffering. There is
no greater love than to lay down
one’s life for one’s friend.

Fr. Carolus Albrecht Karim Arbie, SJ
11 September, 1999
70 years old
Fr. Albrecht was born in Altusried
bei Kempten (Germany) on 19
April, 1929. A Jesuit since September 14, 1949, of the Province
of Indonesia, director of the Jesuit
Refugee Service for Timor Leste.
He was killed during the 1999
crisis by anti-independence
paramilitaries in front of the

San Ignacio de Loyola Residence
in Dili. Because of his work of
protecting internally displaced locals, he was tagged by the militias
as protector of pro-independence
people which made him an easy
target by the renegade group.

“At the end of November 1998, I
informed Fr Karl Albrecht, SJ that
there were internally displaced
persons around our residence in
Liquica. Then he went around to
assess the information. After
getting enough data, he set up a
program to help priests and the
suffering people in meeting their
needs and defending their life. To
be more effective of his service,

Fr Provincial appointed him as
director of Jesuit Refugee Service
Indonesia.He tirelessly and courageously has served the victims
of violence in defending their life.
He was a person of big heart
and responsive to the people in
need!” -Joseph Ageng Marwoto,
SJ, Superior of Jesuit Community
in Timor Leste in that time.

“Availability. It means being attentive and docile to the will of
God to offer oneself to others.
This is what I think we need to
appreciate especially from the
lives of the two departed and
from their deaths – Fr. Dewanto
and Fr. Albrecht. In January of
1999, in Rome, he related to
us the Massacre at the Liquiça
Church and he said: “The Church
is the gold of the Timorese. If that
is being attacked, it means a bad
omen.” Fr. Albrecht suffered the
consequence of this omen until
the end.

As a Jesuit and as a Timorese, I
would like to personally thank
the two priests. They died but
didn’t die in vain. They died filled
with meaning. There are many
people who live without meaning but the two died filled with it.
They die defending some values.
They died as good shepherds.
The Society of Jesus felt encouraged, united and inspired by their
death. Continue to be our inspiration. Thank you.” -Fr. Joaquim
Sarmento, SJ, the present Regional Superior of the Jesuits in
Timor-Leste.

Fr. Tarcisius Dewanto, SJ
6 September, 1999
Shot dead in Suai, Timor Leste, he was 34 years old.
Fr. Dewanto was born in Indonesia on 18 May, 1965. Jesuit since
July 7, 1987, Province of Indonesia. As soon as he was ordained
a deacon, he was missioned to
Timor Leste for his pastoral work
and as an assistant professor at
the Seminary of Nossa Senhora
de Fátima in Dili. When the bishop of Dili was thinking about
establishing a parish for the
Jesuits to take care, Dewanto was
sent to Suai temporarily, already

a priest, in order to learn the local language Tetum and to prepare him as a pastor for that new
parish. He was giving shelter to
those who are feeling the violence and sending wounded people to the hospital back and forth
at the height of the atrocities in
Suai. He was killed in that 1999
crisis when anti-independence
paramilitaries assaulted the
church in which he sheltered
civilians escaping the violence.

“On September 8, 1999, about
six o’clock afternoon, I got call
from Fr Peter Hoskin SJ, informing me that Fr Tarcisius Dewanto,
SJ is one of the three priests and
other dozens of lay people killed
by militia in the Parish Church of
Suai, Timor Leste. Feeling very
sad, I handed the phone to Fr Karl
Albrecht, SJ who was my community member. Responding to the

tragedy, he gently consoled me,
‘Dewanto gave his life to protect
His people in Suai. His murder
has confirmed our decision for
not leaving Timor Leste. We must
become protector of the suffering
people in this critical situation’”
-Joseph Ageng Marwoto, SJ,
Superior of the Jesuit Community
in Timor Leste in that time.

“In the early morning of September 6, Fr Dewanto brought in
three pregnant women who out
of fear thought that they were
about to deliver. However, there
was no sign at all and therefore
Fr Dewanto had to bring them
back to the Church which had

become their temporary home.
I was surprised as well as sad
seeing the face of Fr Dewanto
because he was really tired, exhausted, and his cassock was full
of the blood from the people he
had helped. So, I asked him of
whether he was doing fine and

he told me: “Sister, I am in great
fear”. I wanted to ask him to stay
and rest in the hospital, however
my mouth was not able to voice
it out. I just looked at him silently as he went in to the car. He
walked slowly as if he was carrying a heavy burden on his shoulders.

Now, in the afternoon on the
same day, a young man came
and informed us in the hospital
that Fr Hilario, Fr Francisco, and
Fr Dewanto were already killed
and the Church was burnt to the
ground.” -Sr. Mary Baradero, SPC,
Directress of the Saint Paul’s
Clinic in Suai, Timor Leste, 1999.

“When we were about to be ordained 10 years ago, we joked
among ourselves. I came out with
the expression ‘Dewanto Pastor
Bonus’. This was because those of
us who were to be ordained were
eleven. Therefore, I jokingly said:
“there are only 10 who are set
to be ordained, but we have one
extra (bonus) and that is Dewanto’. After having been told in Dili
about how he died in Suai, I realized: Dewanto was indeed Pastor Bonus! In Latin, Pastor Bonus
means the ‘Good Shepherd’.

	
  

He remained with two of his
brother priests, Fr. Hilario and Fr.
Francisco. They did not flee. The
stayed put to defend their shepherds from the wolves although
they had to die. “I am the good
shepherd. The Good shepherd
lays his life for the sheep.” (Jn 10,
11). Theirs is a work of love that
never abandons their sheep especially when faced with wolves.” Fr. Joaquim Sarmento, SJ, present
Regional Superior of the Jesuits
in Timor-Leste.

	
  
About	
  the	
  title:	
  	
  

“lia–tatoli”	
  means:	
  

	
  	
  
Before	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  ascended	
  to	
  heaven,	
  he	
  “entrusted	
  the	
  message	
  ”	
  (lia-tatoli)	
  to	
  mankind	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  
bring	
  it	
  into	
  	
  the	
  worship	
  and	
  comfort	
  of	
  peoples.	
  "You	
  go	
  to	
  convey	
  My	
  word".	
  The	
  Jesuits	
  Region	
  in	
  Timor-‐
Leste	
  calls	
  us	
  all	
  to	
  channel	
  the	
  responsibility	
  and	
  give	
  each	
  other	
  a	
  close	
  look	
  at	
  Jesus.	
  "The	
  message	
  
entrusted	
  to	
  us"	
  (lia-tatoli)	
  wants	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  conduit	
  to	
  connect	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  who	
  are	
  friends	
  on	
  the	
  journey	
  of	
  
Jesus	
  and	
  who	
  share	
  the	
  mission	
  of	
  Jesus	
  Christ.	
  “lia-tatoli”	
  now	
  becomes	
  the	
  official	
  newsletter	
  of	
  the	
  East	
  
Timor	
  Region.	
  

	
  
	
  
Support	
  Our	
  Work	
  :	
  

The	
  Jesuit	
  in	
  Timor-‐Leste	
  rely	
  on	
  generous	
  support	
  of	
  our	
  friends,	
  donors	
  and	
  collaborators	
  to	
  carry	
  out	
  
our	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  service	
  of	
  the	
  faith	
  and	
  promotion	
  of	
  the	
  justice.	
  Through	
  this	
  newsletter	
  we	
  share	
  with	
  you	
  
news	
  and	
  updates	
  of	
  our	
  many	
  projects	
  and	
  activities,	
  particularly	
  those	
  for	
  which	
  continued	
  support	
  is	
  
needed	
  in	
  various	
  ways.	
  If	
  you	
  wish	
  to	
  know	
  more	
  about	
  our	
  work	
  or	
  donate	
  to	
  a	
  project,	
  please	
  email	
  :	
  
etr.communications@gmail.com	
  ,	
  visit	
  https://timorlestejesuitsdotorg.wordpress.com/	
  or	
  like	
  our	
  fan	
  
page	
  at	
  Jesuítas	
  em	
  Timor	
  Leste.	
  

