


This momentous occasion was full of happiness 
and magnificence noticeable from the radiance 
of the smiles and enthusiasm of the gradu-
ates. Full of confidence and contentment they 
marched-in in their blue togas accompanied by 
their parents. The audience gave them a stand-
ing ovation which made the parents all the more 
proud of the achievements of their children, 
as well as a sense of fulfilment that they have 
contributed to their children’s success. One also 
cannot miss the joy and pride of the teachers 
manifested through their sparkling smiles as 
they marched in together with the students and 
parents. 

The parents, families, and the faculty and staff were 
also proud of the graduates’ success, especially in

their outstanding performance in the National 
Examinations. Besides the fact that this batch of 
CSIL graduates had a 100% passing rate, some of 
them took the top places in the National Exam. 
From the Natural Science and Technology Track, 
we have the Valedictorian of 2019, Jania Oriena 
Maia Martins, who topped the National Exams 
of 2019. The second placer in the 2019 National 
Exams, Juvenia de Fátima Nunes, is the Saluta-
torian. The Honorable Mention was awarded to 
Espedito Borges da Costa who also ranked third in 
the National Exams of 2019 in the Natural Sciences 
and Technology track. Finally, Cristovão de Araujo 
took the number one spot in the National Exams 
of 2019 in the Social Sciences and Humanities 
track.



To add to their celebration of their success, 
the graduates were privilege to have Dr Rui 
Maria de Araujo, former Prime Minister of the 
country and a physician, as commencement 
speaker. The half an hour speech of Dr. Rui de 
Araujo, attracted the attention of graduates 
and everyone not just because of his humor but 
more especially because of his emphasis on the 
important aspects of the modern world that the 
graduates should bear in mind as they continue 
to pursue their further education elsewhere.  
“Timor Leste is facing a challenge that is called 
the four-fold burden of Industrial adjustment. 
Timor Leste is still adjusting itself to all of the 
four revolutions: Agriculture, Electricity, Elec-
tronics and Biotechnology, and Information 
Technology. Timor Leste is still adjusting to the 
first and second industrial revolution, agricul-
ture and electricity – many houses do not have 
access to electricity and the country is lacking 
in agricultural productivity. This means that 
you have opportunities, but also challenges. 
You must know how to adjust yourself with 
the revolutions and to the window of opportu-
nities because you will be the combatants 
for the liberation of the people through your 
knowledge.”

The Minister of Education, Youth and Sport, 
Ms Dulcia Soares expressed his congratula-
tions to the graduates, and highlighted the some 
important aspects that the graduates and every 
student should strive for in their education 
pursue. “Congratulations graduates for your 
outstanding performance. And I would like to 
say to the parents that you are lucky to have 
your children studying here at CSIL because they 
are not just good in the sciences; they also learn 
many things in character building. The school 
has not only produced 109 graduates with very 
good performance; the Ministry of Education, in 
its nomination of 104 best teachers in the coun-
try, also found 5 of the best teachers from CSIL. 
But you must remember that we still have many 
challenges ahead of us. Each student and teach-
er should be able to have these important traits: 
critical thinking, communication, collaboration, 
creativity, and innovation. These will help the 
country overcome the challenges and embrace 
a brighter future.” 



Fr Joaquim Sarmento, in his speech, recalled 
the time when the school just started from the 
ground. “At the time when the school had just 
started, every day you would see trucks coming 
in and out to unload sands, gravels, and rocks 
and building materials to build the school. But 
at that time you would also see trucks com-
ing in and out unloading year 7 students. This 
reminded me that, first of all, a school is not 
built with rocks and sands; it is built with 
people. When you have students and teachers, 
you have a school.”

The Director of CSIL, Fr. Roberto M. Boholst, SJ, 
asked his beloved students and graduates to 
keep three things that they should always bring 
with them as they go on in their journey to-
wards their goals. “My dearest graduates, as we 
celebrate your graduation today you must carry 
with you these three important things: remem-
ber, celebrate, and count. Graduation is for you 
to remember and to find God in all things and 
to recall everything that you did in CSIL. You 
must celebrate life and success no matter how 
small it is. Finally, you must count all the bless-
ings that you receive. The Jesuit education that 
you have received is a privilege and a blessing.”



The ceremony lasted for several hours with 
included handling of awards and recognition 
and remarkable speeches from the speak-
ers that astoundingly cheered everyone. But 
there was also a moment of about ten minutes 
of silence and tears of joy. Jania Martins, the 
Valedictorian of 2019 silenced everyone with 
her remarkable speech that made the gradu-
ates attentively listen and recall all their life in 
CSIL. In her speech, she was able to catch all the 
sentiments of joys and elation of the graduates 
as she shared good memories and experiences 
that the graduates experienced together. “Find-
ing God in all things. Our class chose this theme 
because it has great meaning for us during our 
journey in Loiola. God can be found in every-
one, in every place and in everything. For the 
past three years we have gone through many 
ups and downs. But did we stop? No. Because 
time doesn’t stop for us. Life must go on. And 
in those situations, God was always with us. 
Please remember that wherever you are and 
whatever you do, always put Jesus at the center 
of your life.” 



This graduation ceremony was truly a celebration of joy on the accomplishment of the graduates; 
but it was also a thanksgiving ceremony to thank God and everyone that made this day possible. The 
speeches and expressions from everyone in the ceremony shared one particularly feeling – a deep 
sense of gratitude to all the benefactors, collaborators, friends, parents, Jesuits, and everyone that 
came and worked together for this cause. 

	  

	  
About	  the	  title:	  	  

“lia–tatoli”	  means:	  
	  	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message	  ”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  to	  
bring	  it	  into	  	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  "You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word".	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  Timor-‐
Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	  "The	  message	  
entrusted	  to	  us"	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  journey	  of	  
Jesus	  and	  who	  share	  the	  mission	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  “lia-tatoli”	  now	  becomes	  the	  official	  newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  
Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  out	  
our	  work	  in	  the	  service	  of	  the	  faith	  and	  promotion	  of	  the	  justice.	  Through	  this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  with	  you	  
news	  and	  updates	  of	  our	  many	  projects	  and	  activities,	  particularly	  those	  for	  which	  continued	  support	  is	  
needed	  in	  various	  ways.	  If	  you	  wish	  to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	  to	  a	  project,	  please	  email	  :	  
etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  https://timorlestejesuitsdotorg.wordpress.com/	  or	  like	  our	  fan	  
page	  at	  Jesuítas	  em	  Timor	  Leste.	  


