


More than two thousand faithful gathered outside 
the Church overcrowding the entire area in front of 
the Church. Families, friends, and honored guests 
gathered outside the Church facing the beautifully 
decorated altar under the extended tent set up 
to accommodate the participants. Clergies from 
different congregations were also there concele-
brating with the principal celebrant, the Archbishop 
of Dili, Msgr. Virgilio do Carmo da Silva, SDB. It was 
truly an incredible and joyful moment for everyone 
especially for the families of the two ordinands 
who were there to witness this joyful and 
emotional celebration. 

In his homily, Archbishop Virgilio stated that this 
ordination is unique because this was the first 
ordination after the period of the state of emer-
gency and it was done in the midst of the COVID 19 
pandemic. Msgr. Virgilio also appreciated the safety 
precautions implemented during the celebration. 
Several NOSSEF students stood at the front of the 
gate to help scan, sanitize, and distribute face mask 
to each of the participants before entering the gate 
of the Church. 

Even though the safety procedures against the 
virus took a little bit of time, it did not lessen the 
enthusiasm of the families, friends and everyone 
there in welcoming the about to be ordained 
priests and the Archbishop and several honored 
guests. Also, even though the nature of the 

ordination mass is usually long, the expression and 
vivid participation from all the faithful there on 
that day depicted their seriousness in following 
each and every step of the ordination ceremony 
starting from the entrance procession until the 
handing over of the vestments. With enthusiasm 
and joy, a very loud and uniform applause came 
from all the faithful there as they witnessed the 
handing over of the vestments to the newly 
ordained priests.



Father Isaias delivered a short gratitude homily 
representing the two of them expressing both their 
thoughts and appreciation to the families, friends, 
educators, donors, and the Society of Jesus that 
have contributed to their formation until the day 
of their priestly ordination. “I would like to thank 
our parents, donors, benefactors, and collaborators 
who have contributed so much until today, the day 
of our ordination. You have shown that true love is 
the love that is shown more in deeds than in

words”, said Rev. Father Isaias. 

The Most Reverend Archbishop Virgilio also 
expressed his gratefulness for the benevolence of 
God who has called and nurtured the two servants 
that will serve His people. “To be a priest is a 
calling from God. Our two new priests were called 
by God and God raised them since the day they 
were called. God did not only call them but God 
nurtured them. This is all God’s initiative for them.”  



of our two new priests. But I would like to extend 
my sincere gratitude for the parents and families 
of the two priests because you are our greatest 
donors. You have donated us not money nor 
properties, but rather you have donated us your 
sons.”

Fr. Joaquim Sarmento, SJ, the Regional Superior 
of the Jesuits in Timor – Leste uttered his sincere 
sentiment of gratitude for all the people that have 
contributed so much in forming these two young 
priests especially the families of the two newly or-
dained priests. “I would like to thank all of you who 
have passionately contributed to the formation



After the Ordination Mass, the two new priests 
together with the Archbishop, clergies, honored 
guests, religious sisters, and all the participants 
gathered at the front of a separate tent and 
stage that was prepared to hold a confraterniza-
tion lunch accompanied by arts and musical 
presentations from different groups. On the 
occasion, the representative of the parents and 
families of the two priests also expressed their 
joy and gratitude for the ordination of their two 
sons. Mr. Domingos Sousa, uncle of Father Julio 
Sousa, uttered the profound sentiments of the 
families of the two new priests by saying “we are 
very proud of you that you have chosen to do 
more, you have chosen to be priests to serve 
others in your lives.”

It was truly a moment worth celebrating but it 
was also the beginning of the mission for the two 
newly ordained priests. As they are now priests, 
they are given their new mission to serves God’s 
people, to serve those who need the most for the 
greater glory of God. Fr. Isaias Abilio Caldas, SJ has 
been assigned as the new Director of the Colégio 
de Santo Inácio de Loiola in Timor – Leste and Fr. 
Julio Antonio Sousa Costa, SJ is now the Director 
of the Jesuit Social Service in Timor – Leste. 



	  

	  
About	  the	  title:	  	  

“lia–tatoli”	  means:	  
	  	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message	  ”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  to	  
bring	  it	  into	  	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  "You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word".	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  Timor-‐
Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	  "The	  message	  
entrusted	  to	  us"	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  journey	  of	  
Jesus	  and	  who	  share	  the	  mission	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  “lia-tatoli”	  now	  becomes	  the	  official	  newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  
Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  out	  
our	  work	  in	  the	  service	  of	  the	  faith	  and	  promotion	  of	  the	  justice.	  Through	  this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  with	  you	  
news	  and	  updates	  of	  our	  many	  projects	  and	  activities,	  particularly	  those	  for	  which	  continued	  support	  is	  
needed	  in	  various	  ways.	  If	  you	  wish	  to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	  to	  a	  project,	  please	  email	  :	  
etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  https://timorlestejesuitsdotorg.wordpress.com/	  or	  like	  our	  fan	  
page	  at	  Jesuítas	  em	  Timor	  Leste.	  

This ordination marks a historic moment not just 
for the two priests and the Jesuits in Timor – Leste 
but also for all the Jesuits in other Provinces and all 
the donors who accompanied and contributed to 
the education, formation and vocation of the two 
new Jesuit priests. Truly it had been a long journey 
for these two young Jesuit priests. 

But until the very day of this ordination, Jesus has 
been walking along with them and will always be 
with them as reflected in the theme of the 
ordination “As they talked and discussed these 
things with each other, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them”, Luke 24:15. We believe 
that Jesus will continue to walk with them in their 
journey and in their mission.  


