


Father Joaquim Sarmento, SJ (Regional Superior of 
Jesuits in Timor), Father Isaias Abilio Caldas, SJ 
and Father Julio Sousa, SJ (the two newly ordained 
Jesuit priests), Mr. José Lobato (Country Director of 
Santos Ltd), His Excellency Mr. Fernando Hanjam 
(the Minister of Finance), local authorities, and 
parents of the students were there to 
inaugurate tha laboratories. CSIL students, CSIL 
alumni, and friends and families also participated 
enthusiastically in the event. 

The events began with a thanksgiving mass 
presided by Fr. Isaias and concelebrated by Fr. Julio 
and accompanied by the Regional Superior and 
the other Jesuit priests. Fr. Roberto M. Boholst, 
SJ, the then Director of CSIL, delivered the hom-
ily expressing his gratefulness for the completion 
of the Science Laboratories and at the same time 
narrated a firm message to the students, parents, 
and benefactors on how a strong collaboration and 
dedication can make the school a better learning 
space for the students. “Our new Science 
Laboratories is realized because of our strong 
collaboration. Collaboration is the new norm. Our 
school is grateful for anything that we receive and 
we welcome anyone that wants to help because 
our aim is to do the best for others, for the future 
of our children. So, for all the students, I want you 
to use this laboratory competently to be com-
petent citizens and faithful servants of God that 
contribute to the construction and prosperity of 
the country.” 

The blessing and inauguration of the Science 

Laboratories was done at the end of the thanksgiv-
ing mass. Mr. Jose Lobato represented Santos Ltd, 
Fr. Joaquim represented the Jesuit Con ference of 
Asia Pacific (JCAP), Fr. Albino Ribeiro Gonçalves 
represented Jesuit Mission Australia, and Mr. 
Juvinal Rui Morais represented the parents in the 
ribbon cutting ceremony to inaugurate the new 
Science Laboratories. To honor the benefactors 
and donors that have contributed to the construc-
tion of the Science Laboratories, each room is 
named after each of the four benefactors. The 
Chemistry room is named Bayu Undan, Physics 
room is named Jesuit Mission Australia, Mathemat-
ics is named JCAP, and Biology room is named CSIL 
– Building Fees since the students’ building fees 
also contributed to the construction of the 
Laboratories.



Addressing the CSIL students and teachers, Mr. José 
Lobato, the Country Director of Santos Ltd, said “I 
hope that the students of CSIL competently use the 
laboratories to be the best of the best not just for 
themselves but to be men and women for others”. 

The laboratories are equipped with tools and 
equipment available to help the students 
understand the basic concepts of science and do 
hands on experiments that will help them in their 
learning so that they may become more creative. 
This also promotes scientific innovations that are 
constructive for their future and the future 
needs of the country. Around eight hundred 
students every year will benefit from these 
laboratories and hopefully these laboratories 
can accommodate varieties of practical scientific 
lessons for the students.  



An hour after the inauguration of the Science 
Laboratories, the ceremony continued with the 
simple turn-over to the new Director of CSIL. The 
new Director of CSIL, Fr. Isaias Abilio Caldas, SJ 
was called on stage to receive the Key and the 
School Reports Book symbolize a simple turn-over 
from the then Director, Fr. Roberto M. Boholst, SJ 
to the new Director himself. During the turn-over 
ceremony, Fr. Roberto congratulated the new 
director and he is hopeful that CSIL will continue 
to flourish in the hands of the new Director. 
Fr. Isaias humbly accepted his new mission as 
the new Director with confidence that he will 
not be alone in this mission. “I believe that I 
will not be alone because my new mission 
takes part in the much bigger mission of God. 
God Himself has granted me the gift to be a 
priest and I believe He will accompany me in 
my new mission. I am convinced that the 
support from the teachers, parents, benefactors, 
and the students will help me in my mission.”



Rev. Fr. Isaias was born in Ainaro, Timor – Leste on May 10th, 
1985. He started his primary school at SDK 2 in Cassa, Ainaro 
and then continued his Junior High in the Seminary of St. Luis 
Gonzaga, Ainaro. He then started his Senior High school in Colé-
gio de São José (a Diocesan school ran by the Jesuits at the time) 
and at the same time as a seminarian of the Minor Seminary of 
the Nossa Senhora de Fátima in Balide, Dili from 1999 to 2002. 
Fr. Isaias completed his philosophy and Sociology studies at At-
eneo de Manila University in the Philippines. Upon completion 
of his Philosophy and Sociology studies, he came back to Timor 
to do his regency at Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola (CSIL). In 
2015, he was asked to leave Timor to study Portuguese Litera-
ture at Universidade do Porto in Portugal. From 2017 to 2020, 
Fr. Isaias also completed his Theology studies at Universidad 
Pontifica de Comillas in Madrid, Spain. Fr. Isaias Abilio Caldas, 
SJ was ordained to the priesthood on August 1st, 2020. 

	  

	  
About	  the	  title:	  	  

“lia–tatoli”	  means:	  
	  	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message	  ”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  to	  
bring	  it	  into	  	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  "You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word".	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  Timor-‐
Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	  "The	  message	  
entrusted	  to	  us"	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  journey	  of	  
Jesus	  and	  who	  share	  the	  mission	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  “lia-tatoli”	  now	  becomes	  the	  official	  newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  
Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  out	  
our	  work	  in	  the	  service	  of	  the	  faith	  and	  promotion	  of	  the	  justice.	  Through	  this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  with	  you	  
news	  and	  updates	  of	  our	  many	  projects	  and	  activities,	  particularly	  those	  for	  which	  continued	  support	  is	  
needed	  in	  various	  ways.	  If	  you	  wish	  to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	  to	  a	  project,	  please	  email	  :	  
etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  https://timorlestejesuitsdotorg.wordpress.com/	  or	  like	  our	  fan	  
page	  at	  Jesuítas	  em	  Timor	  Leste.	  

The new science laboratories and the new 
Director of the school demonstrate that the school 
project of the Jesuits is moving forward. The new 
generation of Timorese Jesuits are taking on the 
important roles of leadership. Thanks to all their 
formators and mentors in this ministry of Jesuit 
education.

The students and teachers of CSIL and also 
Fundação Companhia de Jesus are grateful to all 
the donors who have generously provided the

funds to build the new science laboratory rooms. 
The Bayu Undan Project, through Santos Ltd. (for-
merly Conoco Phillips), Jesuit Conference of Asia 
Pacific (JCAP), and Jesuit Mission Australia. 

We are hopeful that with the new Director and 
the new school science laboratories the students 
flourish in their level of learning as we equip young 
generation of future leaders and possible scientists.


