


For the community of Nasuta, it was a moment 
worth celebrating because for a long time they 
had no access to safe and clean water facility. 
The community in the area struggled for many 
years without a proper water facility since the 
Indonesian occupation. Women and children in 
the area had to walk down the hills across 
rugged terrains everyday to fetch water from 
the stream. 

“We used to fetch water down the hill with my 
children in the afternoon. I have seven kids and 
they helped me in the afternoon to fetch water.
It was easy to walk downhill but very tiring to 
climb back up carrying full water containers in 
your hands. It was not easy for skinny children 
to carry jerrycans full of water, let alone to walk 
uphill. So, I am so glad that the children in our 
community do not have to walk up and down 
the hill again to fetch water”, said Jose Martins 
Soares, water project coordinator. 



This new water facility helps the community 
not just for them to use the available water 
for cooking, washing, and taking shower but 
also helps the women and children feel much 
safer because they can now do these activities 
at home. Women do not have to take shower 
in the water streams and children do not have 
to walk far and alone across woods and steep 
hills just to carry a five-liter of water home. 
This water facility alone can address many 
issues that our children and women have to 
face everyday in a remote area like Nasuta. 
In addition, children can be children again, 
they can play, and more importantly they can 
spend more time focusing on their studies 
and do their homework since many of them 
are students now. 

“I used to go to the stream down the hill to 
wash our clothes and sometimes to take 
shower as well. The stream is a little bit far 
from our house and we had to walk back 
home before sun set, otherwise it would be a 
little bit hard to walk uphill in the dark. But 
it is easy now for us because the water tank 
is very close to our house.”, said Etelvina de 
Jesus Ribeiro, a mother of seven children. 



Now that the community have access to clean 
water that is provided through the 3 
distribution tanks, it is important for them to 
use the available water efficiently but also to 
maintain the water facility in order for them to 
use it for a long time. The community 
representatives and the local authorities of 
Nasuta signed an agreement on the terms and 
regulations that they have to comply in order to 
ensure the sustainability of the available water 
facility. The households in the community also 
agreed to contribute 1 dollar per month to be 
able to respond to the cost to repair any damage 
that might occur in the future. 

The Director of JSS, Fr. Julio Sousa, SJ and Fr. 
Erik John Gerilla, SJ, the parish priest of Railaco, 
encouraged the families in the area to take care 
of the available water facility and also the 
environment to prevent water depletion and 
land degradation. “I would like you to take care 
of the water facility just like what you do to take 
care of your children. We want you to take care 
of the environment as well, do not chop down 
trees”, said Fr. Erik, former Director of JSS.

JSS team in its vision and mission always strive 
for an integrated system when establishing a 
water facility. Therefore, planting trees and 
seedlings to conserve water in the location of 
the facility is also very important. Fortunately, 
Sister Vidia Pathare, RJM managed to obtain 250 
tree seedlings that the community there can 
plant in the area to reduce erosion and 
degradation but also to secure a sustainable 
water system.



The realization of this accomplishment was made possible through close collaboration between the 
JSS team and the community in the area but more importantly through the funds provided by our 
generous donors who have been wholeheartedly supporting JSS team to establish water facilities for 
those who are poor and need the most help. The smile of the children and women in Nasuta shows 
how meaningful and important it is for all of us to work together to continue to do more for those who 
need the most now and in the future. 

	  

About	  the	  titlte	  :	  
“	  Lia-tatoli”	  means	  :	  
	  
Before	  Jesus	  Christ	  ascended	  to	  heaven,	  he	  “entrusted	  the	  message”	  (lia-tatoli)	  to	  mankind	  in	  order	  
to	  bring	  it	  into	  the	  worship	  and	  comfort	  of	  peoples.	  “You	  go	  to	  convey	  My	  word”.	  The	  Jesuits	  Region	  in	  
Timor-‐Leste	  calls	  us	  all	  to	  channel	  the	  responsibility	  and	  give	  each	  other	  a	  close	  look	  at	  Jesus.	   “The	  
message	  entruste	  to	  us”	  (lia-tatoli)	  wants	  to	  be	  a	  conduit	  to	  connect	  all	  of	  us	  who	  are	  friends	  on	  the	  
journey	   of	   Jesus	   and	   who	   share	   the	   mission	   of	   Jesus	   Christ.	   “lia-tatoli”	   now	   becomes	   the	   official	  
newsletter	  of	  the	  East	  Timor	  Region.	  
	  
	  
Support	  Our	  Work	  :	  
The	  Jesuit	  in	  Timor-‐Leste	  rely	  on	  generous	  support	  of	  our	  friends,	  donors	  and	  collaborators	  to	  carry	  
out	  our	  work	  in	  the	  service	  of	  the	  faith	  and	  promotion	  of	  the	  justice.	  Through	  this	  newsletter	  we	  share	  
with	  you	  news	  and	  updates	  of	  our	  many	  projects	  and	  activities,	  particularly	  those	  for	  which	  continued	  
support	  is	  needed	  in	  various	  ways.	  If	  you	  wish	  to	  know	  more	  about	  our	  work	  or	  donate	  to	  a	  project,	  
please	  email	  :	  etr.communications@gmail.com	  ,	  visit	  our	  website	  https://timor-leste-jesuits.org	  ,	  or	  like	  
our	  fan	  page	  at	  Jesuíta	  em	  Timor	  Leste.	  
	  


