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JSS Water Project:

Providing Clean and Safe Water
Supply for the Rural Communities in Timor-Leste
The year 2020 was still a fruitful year for the Jesuit Social Service in Timor-Leste
despite the disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The generous support from
the donors and friends has enabled JSS to carry out its services that are geared
towards fulfilling the basic necessities of the people in Timor especially in providing
clean and safe water to remote villages in various communities in Ermera and Liquiça.

In 2020, JSS completed the establishment of four water facilities in four remote
villages, namely: Nasuta, Kamalelara, Tocoluli, and Biluli.

Kamalelara
Kamalelara is a remote village
located in Liquiça Municipality. The
population there are mostly farmers
and fishermen. The community
there struggled for many years
without a proper water facility that
can provide safe piped water for
them.
JSS started its water project in
Kamalelara in March 2018, and
despite the prolonged duration of
the project due to all the technical
difficulties in finding a proper
borehole for the water source, JSS
and the community there managed
to pull it off with all the help that
they could get. Finally, the water
facility in Kamalelara was completed
in October 2020 and the facility was
inaugurated on November 6th, 2020. More than 800 residents - children, women, men
and elderlies composing the 107 households - in the area now have access to this
clean water facility.
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“Water is a basic necessity for all of us. This water
facility will definitely lighten the burden of the
community of Kamalelara. At least we can now use
the clean water provided by this facility to wash,
shower, and especially to wash our hands all the time
since we are still in the middle of the COVID-19
pandemic”, expressed Alberto who is also a fellow
resident in the neighborhood.

Nasuta
Nasuta is a remote village that is
part of the Liquiça Municipality. Like
many other rural areas in Timor,
the residents in Nasuta are mostly
farmers as well. They grow crops,
cassava,
potatoes,
tomatoes,
corns, various types of vegetables,
and also fruits as well.

“I used to go to the stream
down the hill to wash our
clothes and sometimes to take
shower as well. The stream is a
little bit far from our house and
we had to walk back home
before sun set, otherwise it
would be a little bit hard to walk
uphill in the dark. But it is easy
now for us because the water
tank is very close to our
house.”, said Etelvina de Jesus
Ribeiro, a mother of seven
children.”

On September 9th, 2020 JSS team and the
community of Nasuta inaugurated the newly
established water facility in the area. It is
an accomplishment after a few months of
hard-work and collaboration between the
team and the community there. Children,
men, women, and elderlies of the 76
households in Nasuta can now use the
facility for their daily needs.

Tocoluli
Tocoluli is a community that is
located in Ermera Municipality.
The population there are living
with
subsistence
farming.
Fetching water was part of the
daily routine of the residents in
the area. For years they
struggled without a proper
water facility.
Fortunately, with the help of
the donors and the efforts
from the community and the
JSS team, the water facility in
Tocoluli was completed in
November 2020 and was inaugurated on December 1st, 2020. Now 62 households in
Tocoluli have access to the clean water facility and the nearby Junior High School
with more than one hundred students can also use the water distributed from the
facility.
Fr. Julio Sousa, SJ:
My first visit to Tocoluli was when JSS team conducted the
first meeting with the community in Tocoluli. At the time, I
was surprised to see every student of the nearby primary
school walking to school carrying 5 liters of water in one
hand and their books and pencils in the other. Not only that,
many men and women and elderlies had to carry water from
distance as well. But I am glad that today the school have
access to this facility as well, and the residents here do not
have to struggle like before”, said the Director of JSS.
Chief of Local Planning and Development, Mikaela dos Santos
Soares:
“As a resident in this area, it was sad for me to see our
residents had to fetch water every day and night. Many of us
had to sleep late at night because we had to fetch water to
use in the following day. Little children had to also help their
parents to fetch water wherever they could find. I believe
that this water facility that we have now is such a relief for
all of us, it is a life changing for many of us especially for our
fellow women and also the little children”, said Ms. Mikaela
who is also the President of Women Association in Ermera Municipality.

Biluli
Biluli is another remote village
located in Ermera Municipality.
It is a small village in the middle
of the vast Ermera forest where
the road conditions are very
poor especially during rainy
season.
The residents in Biluli are very
cooperative with the JSS team
during the the establishment
process
of
the
water
infrastructure in the area. The
project that started on September 3rd, 2020 was already completed at the end of
December 2020. The facility was then inaugurated on January 5th, 2021.
With the support from the donors and the great intention and dedications from the
community, this water facility can now serve as the clean water source for more than
three hundred people in Biluli

